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Voting against democracy

		
We have Kelli Linville and Doug Ericksen voting against democracy and for the iron grip of the two political parties on our election process. Shame on them.

Quall and Morris voted for the ‘Top
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We have Kelli Linville and Doug Ericksen voting against democracy and for the iron grip of the two political parties on our election process. Shame on them.

Quall and Morris voted for the 'Top 2' primary process. We thank them - sort of. We should expect they would vote for it. They should explain why they did not speak out loudly for democracy.

Well, the WA State legislative website still does not inform us of the vote. Normal screwups in Olympia. Maybe later today. I learned from a staff person in Oly. This issue will have legs. Locke will probably sign it - and hope the courts strike it down. The House even put in a whole subsection for the 'Montana Primary' system to go into law when the courts strike down democracy. How charming.

We citizens may have to raise the money ourselves - and an attorney or two - to defend the 'Top 2' primary process. Our elected officials in Olympia have shown no excitement for democracy. Can we expect any better from Christine G?
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			They always say they “suspended the rules”

			By John Servais • On Mar 09, 2004

			
			

SB6453 passed the House late this evening by a vote of 51 to 46. Now - if Gov. Locke will just sign it. More when we have more facts. The morning papers should cover it decently.

Kelli Linville

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Democracy on the line

			By John Servais • On Mar 04, 2004

			
			

On Friday morning at 8 am, the WA House committee on government will hold a hearing on the “Top 2” primary election bill - Senate Bill 6453. This is the hot bill this legislative session. The House wi

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Top 2 primary election bill, SB6453

			By John Servais • On Mar 03, 2004

			
			

	Senate Bill number 6453 - has passed the Washington State Senate by a vote of 28 to 20. This is the primary that allows citizens to vote for whom they want to represent them - the good primary. 


	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Traffic and Western Washington University

			By John Servais • On Mar 01, 2004

			
			

If WWU gets their way, $20 million in state taxes will be spent on jack-hammering out good roads and building new ones a hundred yards away. No increase in safety nor traffic movement. A big in

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Democracy or Oligarchy?

			By John Servais • On Feb 24, 2004

			
			

Empty and rigged voting system or citizens choosing their representatives? Which will our state legislators choose? The US Supreme Court on Monday made final the requirement that our state legislature

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			OK, let’s update things here

			By John Servais • On Feb 19, 2004

			
			

Dean link is moved down as his website will continue to push for change in this country. Kucinich link is at top as he needs to be heard and paid attention to. Kerry - not a great candidate and not a

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Benzene in Lake Whatcom water

			By John Servais • On Feb 13, 2004

			
			

We see 1/100 of one part per billion or less of benzene to water during most of the year 2000 and into the spring of 2001. Then in the summer we see the amount rise by ten fold to over 1/10 of one par

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Not political conservative but real conservative

			By John Servais • On Feb 12, 2004

			
			

Motor boats off Lake Whatcom? What was that apology from City Senior Planner Chris Spens at the city council on Monday? El-bull-in-china-shop Chris got the word from el mayor that the motor-boat initi

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Mercury, anyone?

			By John Servais • On Feb 09, 2004

			
			

We have mercury contamination all over our county. That we know. Lake Whatcom and Bellingham Bay. Georgia Pacific’s chlorine plant leaked mercury for about 35 years and neither GP nor our environmenta

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Well, good luck to Kerry

			By John Servais • On Feb 08, 2004

			
			

He will certainly have my support if he gets the nomination. And it looks like the Democratic party machine will give him that at the convention in Boston next July.

That said, it is really a m

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Is Kerry a Dukakis2?

			By John Servais • On Feb 06, 2004

			
			

Let’s hope the Democrats select Howard Dean at their caucuses tomorrow in Washington State. Let’s select the guy with the best potential to beat Bush. And let’s hope we get a Cajun primary from our St

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Why does Howard Dean have

			By John Servais • On Feb 05, 2004

			
			

a much better chance of beating Bush than John Kerry? Because Kerry will be tarred and feathered by the Republicans if he is the nominee. Kerry is a guy who puts effort into his image and little into

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			George Bush AWOL?

			By John Servais • On Feb 04, 2004

			
			

Hell, he was a deserter. Now, now. It is quite true. I’ve been through this several times over three years now with conservative friends. They end up changing the subject or getting all excited about

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Western needs common sense

			By John Servais • On Feb 03, 2004

			
			

Know how to stop Western Washington University from repeatedly trying to destroy the neighborhoods around it? By limiting its potential size and by starting a new university in Everett or Port Angeles

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			No MoveOn.org ad on CBS Super Bowl

			By John Servais • On Feb 02, 2004

			
			

CBS said ad too controversial for Americans
Super Bowl is nice family occasion
FCC refused to speak out or monitor CBS
Ad with horse farting in woman’s face is OK
Ad with dog biting man on

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			We should speak out against this secret giveaway

			By John Servais • On Jan 29, 2004

			
			

Am adding a link to the Evergreen Freedom Foundation down in the Reference section. They post fiscal information on government agencies, state and local. They are the folks who uncovered the hundreds

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Super Bowl ad ‘too controversial’

			By John Servais • On Jan 27, 2004

			
			

Moveon.org has a TV ad about the huge national deficit that George W is giving us. They have raised the million or more dollars to run it during the Super Bowl broadcast this coming Sunday. But - CBS

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			A new local conservative website

			By John Servais • On Jan 24, 2004

			
			

The Town Crier has a nicely improved home page which lists all articles with dates of publication. This Bellingham-based website is worth your checking for a more conservative viewpoint. You can find

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Don’t spy on us is a new link

			By John Servais • On Jan 23, 2004

			
			

added to the Reference section in the right side column. It deals with our 4th Amendment rights to privacy - just what the government is busy dismantling in the name of security. Bill Scannell runs th
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					The toxins would drift to our lungs
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					The future of our war in Iraq is analyzed and predictions are made in a new post on the website World In Conflict, a sub-site of NwCitizen. Credit for the articles there belongs to a local academic wh

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Watching Dean on TV celebrating 3rd place
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					in Iowa embarrassed me. Watching John Edwards speak after his surprise 2nd-place finish was refreshing and hopeful. Edwards spoke to America during his 7 minutes of coverage by all the networks. Dean
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					and champion of our basic rights. Without him we would be a more backward country today - and perhaps have more internal violence. He showed the way for whites as well as blacks towards a society of e

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Screwed up city bureaucracy is exposed

					By John Servais • On Jan 16, 2004

					
					by Tim Paxton. He posted this to the Lake Whatcom discussion group and has given permission for posting here. I phoned the city attorney’s office and asked the name of this attorney in Tim’s report. T

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Northwest Citizen is firmly for Howard Dean

					By John Servais • On Jan 15, 2004

					
					for President. The most important single reason is that I think he can beat George Bush. I’m independent, never having belonged to either party. Some of my best liberal friends insist I’m a closet con

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The second issue of The Town Crier is out

					By John Servais • On Jan 14, 2004

					
					The online edition has the same articles as the four-page tabloid. It would help if the editor would put dates with the online articles so we know which are current. Editor James Johann prints an anal
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					About 240 citizens check NwCitizen each day and regular readers check about once a week. Over 4,000 unique - different - citizens check this site every month. Examining where you come from reve

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Find your way - and please use it

					By John Servais • On Jan 08, 2004

					
					We read that 35 US soldiers were “hit” in Iraq yesterday. When our Bellingham Herald does print war casualties on the front page, the choice of words seeks to minimize the tragedy. Hit. Did someone pu

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Did you feel the earthquake at 4:11 pm

					By John Servais • On Jan 06, 2004

					
					this afternoon? A small 2.7 intensity quake under the southern part of Chuckanut Mountain, about 4 miles south of Fairhaven, jolted us. You can check the earthquake site for details.



	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Does FoxNews lie and distort the news

					By John Servais • On Jan 03, 2004

					
					to fit their conservative agenda? Yes. On a daily basis. Here is a nice example.

“Dean Attack on Kerry Farm Vote Backfires” reads the headline of a Jan 2 article suggesting Dean has accused Ker

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The dismantling of civil liberties

					By John Servais • On Dec 28, 2003

					
					I see the Bham Herald has taken to printing US war dead on the back pages. Maybe some directive came down from Gannett headquarters telling all 80-some Gannettoids to print this awkward bad news in th

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Check the War and Peace links

					By John Servais • On Dec 18, 2003

					
					May I urge you, gentle reader and patriotic American, to check the War and Peace website links on the right. Look for articles that may give you more facts and information on what our country is doing

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The capture of Saddam Hussein today

					By John Servais • On Dec 14, 2003

					
					is the end of one chapter and the beginning of another for Iraq and also for the United States.

If your reaction to reading those words is “dahhh” then pause a moment and consider what you thin

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					How much did George W know before 9/11
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					about the impending attack? Enough to have stopped the attack? The widow of a fellow killed in the attack has refused the $1 million from the government and is suing George W and his advisors. And she

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Obviously a no-win situation

					By John Servais • On Dec 02, 2003

					
					I urge you to visit the independent websites that report on events in Iraq. Independent being those not owned by US corporate media, such as CNN, Fox, MSNbc, etc. The independent War and Peace sites a

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Their Blood is on Bush’s Hands

					By John Servais • On Nov 24, 2003

					
					Here is a link to an excellent Flash-style animation about soldiers dying in Iraq.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Lack of environmental enforcement

					By John Servais • On Nov 23, 2003

					
					of some local developers is plain to see in this photo essay at the Lake Whatcom website. The WA Dept of Ecology has enforcement folks tooling around in their spiffy pickups, but no enforcement for th

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Suspicious activity

					By John Servais • On Nov 22, 2003

					
					Today’s Herald has a human interest story about Greg Grant who hired sniper John Muhammad for yard chores a year ago - just a couple weeks before his rampage of killing. This past week, Greg testified

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					New weekly newspaper - Northwest Independent

					By John Servais • On Nov 20, 2003

					
						is out and on racks throughout Bellingham and Whatcom County. Pick it up. Give it a chance. It is actually going to try and report local news - city hall and the court house and the issues that affe


	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The Port has reversed itself

					By John Servais • On Nov 18, 2003

					
					and has hired a private fueling firm for the airport, according to today’s Bham Herald. Remember a couple years ago, summer of 2001, the port terminated Alpha Aviation, saying the Port would run fueli

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					An analysis of the election results

					By John Servais • On Nov 17, 2003

					
					by Paul de Armond is posted. Paul examines the returns and gives his perspective on what the numbers mean. His is not your conventional approach.

Paul runs the Public Good website and is active

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A fun ‘Dean for President’ event

					By John Servais • On Nov 15, 2003

					
					It was all fun, very brief, and is how big things get started. Of course they enjoyed the cake after, even without Dean.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The Northwest Independent News,

					By John Servais • On Nov 14, 2003

					
					a weekly newspaper based in Bellingham, will start publication next Thursday, Nov 20. It will strive to report local news. Amazing. It will be a tabloid and be distributed throughout Whatcom County. Y

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					We salute our veterans today.

					By John Servais • On Nov 11, 2003

					
					Their intentions were to serve our country and they did as they were told and went where they were sent. Our presidents do not always use them correctly, sometimes using them for adventures that have

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Election News

					By John Servais • On Nov 08, 2003

					
					Brett Bonner sent out his concession statement last night, shortly after the auditor posted the final 7,000+ absentee ballots. It shows class by the fellow who waged a positive and forthright campaign

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Levys should be for extra programs
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					Shame on the Bellingham Weekly. Page 3 of today’s paper has “The Slate” with photographs taken at Mark Asmundson’s victory party on Tuesday night. They asked Mark supporters what Brett would do

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					It is really hard to replace an incumbent
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					Those not sure just vote for the person in office, preferring a sure thing to an unknown. I give my respect to those who took the challenge and ran against entrenched incumbents. Especially Brett Bonn

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Day of our decision.

					By John Servais • On Nov 04, 2003

					
					County Auditor Shirley Forslof will have the election results posted online as soon as or even before the printed copies are brought out her office door to those of us in the courthouse rotunda. First

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					You would never learn that from the Herald

					By John Servais • On Nov 03, 2003

					
					Sunday’s Herald front page story on the mayor’s race again showed us how to skew reporting to favor your candidate. John Stark does this type of reporting on a regular basis. His story lists controver

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					For what it is worth,

					By John Servais • On Oct 31, 2003

					
					here are my recommendations for the election.

The basic values that I apply are for elected officials to have honesty and provide open government that is accountable to the citizens. We can all
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