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Local news first today

		
Reliable rumor has it that local radio news guy, Brett Bonner, might run for mayor of Bellingham. If he does, then Mayor Mark is in deep trouble with his reelection bid. Brett knows the local i
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Reliable rumor has it that local radio news guy, Brett Bonner, might run for mayor of Bellingham. If he does, then Mayor Mark is in deep trouble with his reelection bid. Brett knows the local issues, knows how to explain issues to people and is very intelligent. There is no question that Brett has much more integrity than Mark. If Brett makes it past the primary election, he will trounce Mark. No question. You read it here first.

Russ Weston and Foster Rose are running for mayor. Russ took an amazing 43% of the vote against Mark last time. Amazing because Russ refused to campaign on a basis of bringing leadership to the office, preferring that the mayor position be one of administering laws the council has passed. Amazing because his backing was from the extreme right of Bellingham, which is a small minority. A strong majority of citizens wanted to replace Mark. I think that is still true.

Foster Rose served on the city council about ten years ago. He will run a well-funded campaign and will represent downtown interests. His backing will come from businesses that dislike Mark but do not want any substantial change in city hall.

Another rumored candidate is former council member Tip Johnson, but he has said he is more concerned about several hot Bellingham issues. Tip has the backing of the far left and the environmental coalition. If Tip does not run and instead backs one of the other candidates, his backing could be crucial in deposing mayor Mark.

As everyone reading this probably knows, council member Gene Knutson has decided to not run. It was well known that Gene had been considering the race for the past year. He is one of only two independent council members who are not hypnotized by Mark's rambling speeches.

Now we need a good candidate for Port Commissioner to replace Virginia Benton. The person needs to live west of the Guide or west of Broadway. Experience in Port affairs has never been a prerequisite. Business knowledge, intelligence and integrity would be nice. If you know of someone, encourage them. If they need a primer on Port affairs, I volunteer. Benton can be easily beaten. This position will have great influence on Bellingham's waterfront planning.

Finally this juicy tidbit. Bham council member John Watts will run for Louise's two-year at-large position, and Louise will run against Bob Ryan for his 1st Ward seat. Who is managing this? Rumor has it those accomplished puppeteers, Don and Joy Keenon. Time will tell.

National

The Russian Aeronautics web site was actually reposting battle reports from another Russian web site, [url=http://www.iraqwar.ru]http://www.iraqwar.ru[/url] - and that is the English language page the link goes to. The Russians who were reporting have left Baghdad over the weekend, according to their web site. I have posted a note from them. Thus we will miss the incredible reports from now on. However the web site still has perspectives and factual reporting that is missing from our American corporate media. I will keep both links posted here for your use.

Another excellent web site for war coverage is the British group Reuters. Far more objective and factual than our American web sites.

Fox news is the worst for web and TV, in the opinion of many. Late last night I watched their anchor repeatedly try to squirm out of the obvious fact that our American tanks had blasted the Al-Jazeera hotel room window, killing and wounding their reporters. Whether we did it on purpose or by accident is a question that may take years to be answered with assurance. Regardless, the Fox anchor Rita knew so little about military hardware that she kept referring to the "tank mortar", confusing what a battle tank uses and what the infantry use. To compound it, she kept saying they "could not raise the tank mortar high enough to shoot an upper story of a hotel". Amazing. This from an International cable TV news station. She was absolutely without a clue - and millions of Americans were believing her every word. This was not a one-time slip of the tongue - she continued this way for over an hour until corrected on air by a military guy. Fox news is out to lunch. Even for war boosters.

So - if we citizens want to stay informed, we have to actually think and not just consume news. We have to seek other news sources than our corporate media. My political friends tell me that will not happen. I hope they are wrong. I will do what I can by posting links to other news web sites. I urge you to use them. This war may be about over, but our government will soon embark on the next adventure in the process of Empire building.

Seems our super-accurate bombs missed that restaurant Saddam was supposed to be in. They hit the houses next to the restaurant, killing a lot of normal people. Just the collateral damage of war. American TV news media have not yet reported that the smart bombs missed completely. They will eventually - when the news is old and easily buried. You can read the British news report for yourself. I just checked the popular American news sites - none telling us the bombs missed. Yet they must know as the restaurant is reportedly popular with reporters.
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			I’m splitting up the contents of this blog

			By John Servais • On Apr 06, 2003

			
			

between local and national. Today, Local is down a bit.

Huge battle for Baghdad airport raging right now - yet our American “news” media are not reporting it. Our forces have been driven back f

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			War; anti-Canadian flyers, not geese

			By John Servais • On Apr 03, 2003

			
			

War. The rescue of Jessica was a very slick operation. Now we learn that she fought as a true soldier before her capture. This highly technical operation is what we do so well. We applaud the rescuers
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Fools for Peace: April 1 - Tuesday. Beginning at 4pm in Maritime Heritage Park. General foolishness. Costumes encouraged: Be Bush or a general, or Commander Wrongway Peachfuzz or whatever strik

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			At the Bellis Faire parking lot,

			By John Servais • On Apr 02, 2003

			
			

flyers are being put on windshields of cars with Canadian license plates that read: “We in America are disappointed in Canadians and your government. You are not welcome in America. Go back where you

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The Bellingham Herald has been sold
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to a group of local investors in Bellingham. Gannett Corporation will hold a press conference this afternoon in Alexandria, Virginia - Gannett headquarters - to announce this. The reason is unsure, bu

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Freedom of the Press?
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Our right to learn from different points of view what is happening? That is typically thrown out the window in war time and Americans are fed the official ‘rah rah we are winning and they are sneaky i

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Truthful war coverage by American Corporate media?

			By John Servais • On Mar 28, 2003

			
			

Hardly. We went two days without any casualty reports. Even now, they report “killed” American soldiers, but not the total wounded. A person with a life-crippling wound is worthy of all our concern an

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Season’s Greetings

			By John Servais • On Dec 24, 2002

			
			

Our annual holiday greetings to readers

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Herald Distorts Facts In Favor Of Developer

			By John Servais • On Oct 20, 1996

			
			

Chuckanut Ridge will not have 14.5 homes per acre, as reported by the Herald today.  With Facts Wrong, Discussion Is Skewed.

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Election results post - Sep 19, 1995

			By John Servais • On Sep 19, 1995

			
			

Northwest Citizen started in 1995.  This may be the first post - but obviously it started sooner, per witness the political campaign sites.
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