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Those who support the war would not be too offended

		
Juan Cole continues to provide the best available analysis of our Iraq involvement - at least that I have found. While his stance is not supportive of the Bush imperial goals, those in support of the
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Juan Cole continues to provide the best available analysis of our Iraq involvement - at least that I have found. While his stance is not supportive of the Bush imperial goals, those in support of the war would not be too offended by reading it. Juan receives credit from major news media on a routine basis, being interviewed or referred to often.

His post of yesterday lists 10 myths about Iraq in 2006 - among which is the myth that; "The guerrillas are winning the war against US forces." Of course, some others will not sit well with war supporters.

When our TV news channels totally fail to understand what they are reporting each day, then we should rely on those on the Internet who are credible. As an example, last night, CBS news analysed the huge street demonstrations in Iraq as being the equivalent of our smoky back-room political meetings. Such a shallow and erroneous perspective is of no use to us citizens. How we as individuals judge Iraq will influence how we each vote next November. We are served by trying to understand and not by self deceit.
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			Has the ACLU sold out?

			By John Servais • On Nov 29, 2005

			
			

From an AP article today:

“Deputy Police Chief Frank Fernandez said officers might, for example, surround a bank building, check the IDs of everyone going in and out and hand out leaflets about

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Cheney is a fraud

			By John Servais • On Nov 25, 2005

			
			

Draft Dodger Dick Cheney wants to continue sending young Americans to death in Iraq. And being maimed - and being mentally unstable the rest of their lives. Dick didn’t want to go to Viet Nam to fight

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			War mongers are like a wolf pack

			By John Servais • On Nov 19, 2005

			
			

I watched the US House of Representatives on C-Span last night - live. A sad display. They have now all gone home for a 2-week vacation - even before they have finished taking away the safety nets for

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The two-step shuffle

			By John Servais • On Nov 13, 2005

			
			

From the year 2000 when Bush took office, till recently, the Bush Administration has slammed the Clinton administration for not being concerned about Iraq and Saddam. Now that the lies of Bush are bei

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			I have no edge on anyone

			By John Servais • On Nov 12, 2005

			
			

GW Bush says we critics of his war are rewriting history. He says no one knew the intelligence was false in the spring of 2003 and going to war had broad support. Well, this common citizen in the far

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Another attack on US soil will benefit GW

			By John Servais • On Nov 11, 2005

			
			

A GOP memo is calculating that another terrorist attack on US soil will benefit GW and the Republicans. These are the guys who celebrate the deaths of American kids in war. So, is the party of Lincoln

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			No oil there so the US cares not

			By John Servais • On Nov 08, 2005

			
			

Winter is descending on Pakistan and the earthquake victims will continue dying by the thousands over the next few weeks. Why? Because the relief agencies - including our American Red Cross - are trea

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Mark Wilson is running for US Senator

			By John Servais • On Nov 05, 2005

			
			

	as a Democrat and against Maria Cantwell. His website is www.votemark.org and it will be posted in the column to the right in 


	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			This is the thought process of a cave man

			By John Servais • On Oct 25, 2005

			
			

2,000 US military persons have been killed on the battlefields of Iraq since the March 2003 bombing and invasion. What is more horrifying is over 15,000 have been wounded. And tens of th

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Fluoridation

			By John Servais • On Oct 19, 2005

			
			

Got your attention? Time magazine has an article this week about our Bellingham fight over whether or not to put fluoride in our drinking water. It is worth reading.

I think putting this medici

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			“A broader role for the armed forces”

			By John Servais • On Oct 18, 2005

			
			

“It is now clear that a challenge on this scale requires greater federal authority and a broader role for the armed forces – the institution of our government most capable of massive logistical opera

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Where does the buck stop?

			By John Servais • On Sep 03, 2005

			
			

Most agree - even W. Bush - that FEMA has botched the aid effort for New Orleans. Now we learn that Mike Brown, the director of FEMA, was fired in 2001 from his last private sector job of overseeing h

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Greatest movie line ever?

			By John Servais • On Sep 01, 2005

			
			

Latest right-wing banal humor circulating on the Internet. This from the guys who say “my country, right or wrong”. This from the folks who actually think they have a rational reason for us to be inva

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			A new Bellingham progressive web site

			By John Servais • On Aug 19, 2005

			
			

	Vote PC - has just been put up by Ryan Ferris. It has a very good mission. To bring some intelligence and law to our local governments in Whatcom County. That includes the Port of Bellingham. I’m p


	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			One of over 1,600 vigils across the USA

			By John Servais • On Aug 17, 2005

			
			

Sat, Aug 20, post
Below I suggest no local elected officials attended the vigil. I am pleased to report that city council member Terry Borneman attended. Others saw him and told me. Anyone e

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			A vigil to support Cindy Sheehan

			By John Servais • On Aug 16, 2005

			
			

is being held tomorrow evening on the Fairhaven Village Green. Cindy is the mother of the soldier killed in Iraq. She is camped outside the gates to George Bush’s ranch in Texas. He has ignored her fo

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			You gotta love this shit.

			By John Servais • On Jul 10, 2005

			
			

Israeli Intelligence knew of the London bombings an hour before they went off. And so did Scotland Yard. Hell, Israeli National News posted it on their website. Make of it what you will. Sigh, it seem

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			We are playing by Osama’s plan book

			By John Servais • On Jul 07, 2005

			
			

So much for progress against terrorism. Multiple blasts on the London transportation system are evidence of that. Maybe just killing civilians by the thousands - as we have done in Iraq - and destroyi

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			British newspapers considered us cowards and vermin.

			By John Servais • On Jul 04, 2005

			
			

Happy Fourth. In his speech today, Bush is comparing his criminal war in Iraq to our fight for Independence two hundred years ago. Well, here is a more accurate comparison.

The British f
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					Sat, Aug 20, post
Below I suggest no local elected officials attended the vigil. I am pleased to report that city council member Terry Borneman attended. Others saw him and told me. Anyone e
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					is being held tomorrow evening on the Fairhaven Village Green. Cindy is the mother of the soldier killed in Iraq. She is camped outside the gates to George Bush’s ranch in Texas. He has ignored her fo
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					Israeli Intelligence knew of the London bombings an hour before they went off. And so did Scotland Yard. Hell, Israeli National News posted it on their website. Make of it what you will. Sigh, it seem
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					So much for progress against terrorism. Multiple blasts on the London transportation system are evidence of that. Maybe just killing civilians by the thousands - as we have done in Iraq - and destroyi
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					Happy Fourth. In his speech today, Bush is comparing his criminal war in Iraq to our fight for Independence two hundred years ago. Well, here is a more accurate comparison.
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					Like toxic water flowing from GP

					By John Servais • On Jul 02, 2005

					
					The link to No Forced Fluoride in Bellingham is posted to the right. The pro-fluoride initiative backers - financed by Seattle powers with well-laundered money passed along to hide the sources - has s

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Downing Street memos are authentic

					By John Servais • On Jun 30, 2005

					
					A modest correction to yesterday’s post below. Contrary to paragraph 3, prior to 9/11 the international terrorists could also find sanctuary in Yemen, Canada and the USA. These are in addition to Afgh

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Bush has helped Bin Laden

					By John Servais • On Jun 29, 2005

					
					Lets see if we can state this in a way conservatives and war hawks can understand. Because 9/11 is being used as a false excuse for the war in Iraq and because Bush had no post-war plan for Iraq, we n

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Fluoride in water is medicine

					By John Servais • On Jun 22, 2005

					
					We found the nerve endings. The fluoride proponents don’t like the word “medicine” as used in the June 16 post below. Of course fluoride in water is just that - medicine. Medicine that is supposedly h

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					We want pure clean water

					By John Servais • On Jun 16, 2005

					
					The fluoride proponents don’t have a clue. They don’t get it. When I open my water tap, I want clean water to come out, not medicine.

These well-meaning folks think they know what I need - and

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Deja vu of 1996

					By John Servais • On Jun 12, 2005

					
					Chuckanut Ridge is a controversy now - and it is deja vu of 1996. On October ‘96, NwCitizen broke new information and posted three reports that helped to stop the development. It also recommended that

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					How small are our military leaders?

					By John Servais • On Jun 05, 2005

					
					Very. How childish and petty? Very. How uncaring in supporting our soldiers? Very. How incompetent and wasting of lives and money while not paying attention to the basics of war? Very.
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					New web sites

					By John Servais • On May 30, 2005

					
					The folks trying to buy the 100-acre Fairhaven Highlands proposed development and turn it into a city park now have their own website - One Hundred Acre Wood.

New - local website that addresses

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Media conference a surprising success

					By John Servais • On May 21, 2005

					
					The media conference was a surprising success. Surprising because so many attended and were very focused on learning more about independent media. Over 20 people attended all the sessions I checked ou

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Independent media should be of interest

					By John Servais • On May 18, 2005

					
					There is an interesting media conference this Saturday, May 21, in Bellingham, that is oriented towards independent and grassroots efforts. This includes blogs, public TV and radio, small newspapers,

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					This “blog” now approaching its 10th anniversary

					By John Servais • On May 15, 2005

					
					Well, when my sainted aunt writes asking if I’m feeling OK because nothing has been posted here, then it is time to pay attention to this blog. With over 300 people a day checking for posts, I could b

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Sequoia voting machines being challenged

					By John Servais • On May 05, 2005

					
					Our county auditor has decided to buy vote-counting machines with secret software. Here is a link to information on a lawsuit in Everett dealing with these same machines. Sequoia machines are being ch

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Larsen feels no need to be accountable

					By John Servais • On Apr 25, 2005

					
					Apparently my name is on Larsen’s black list. He has replied to some others on his vote for the bankruptcy bill - but only, as he writes, because they support him. He explains that only 25 people emai

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Hey Rick - call home

					By John Servais • On Apr 18, 2005

					
					Still no answer from Rick Larsen’s staff. No answer to direct questions has been the process for the past couple years. His office probably responds the same day to questions from lobbyists, PR firms

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Rick is catering to some wealthy donors

					By John Servais • On Apr 14, 2005

					
					Rick Larsen is voting with the conservative Republicans these days. Rick was one of the key few Democrats who voted FOR the harsh new bankruptcy law - and for the elimination of all estate taxe

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Two years since the invasion of Iraq

					By John Servais • On Mar 20, 2005

					
					Shock and awe was the strategy of the Bush government. Maybe we are in shock now as our kids continue to be killed and maimed. 1,500 dead and thousands with blown off limbs. We may soon be in awe of t

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					They fooled me

					By John Servais • On Mar 13, 2005

					
					Sinn Fein is a sham. Gerry Adams and Sinn Fein are fronts for the IRA - the Irish Republican Army and its brutal methods of torture and killing of innocent Irish.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Shame on Brazil

					By John Servais • On Feb 13, 2005

					
					The government will arrest some poor guys and execute them for the murder of Sister Stang. The government will say they are shocked, just shocked. But the government of Brazil is relieved that Stang i

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					How do you solve a problem like Maria?

					By John Servais • On Feb 12, 2005

					
					Maria Cantwell has voted to restrict class-action law suits - siding with the Bush administration to remove legal rights from working people. My Democratic friends seem to be silent on her voting reco

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Iraqi election

					By John Servais • On Jan 30, 2005

					
					With the Bush government in high celebration of the Iraqi election, and all the TV news reporting from the Green Zone that all is going great - even though they only know what the US Army tells them -

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Tsunami relief

					By John Servais • On Jan 11, 2005

					
					What if we gave $10 for every American. That would be $3 billion. Family of three? Give $30.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Military’s highest and best use

					By John Servais • On Jan 06, 2005

					
					Let’s not criticize George Bush for being slow to respond to the tsunami disaster. Unless you will also hammer UN Secretary Kofi Annan for spending three more days at the Jackson Hole ski resort after

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Ebb and flow

					By John Servais • On Jan 03, 2005

					
					These photos below may not be of the Tsunami. An email says they are of the Qiantang Tidal Bore in China - a real tidal wave generated by the tides.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Tidal photos

					By John Servais • On Jan 01, 2005

					
					Where? Indonesia is my guess. They were sent to me. If you know any more about the location, please let me know. The bottom photo is a close up of the second photo’s far right side, just behind the gr

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					How the tsunami crossed the ocean

					By John Servais • On Dec 29, 2004

					
					An animated map of the Indian Ocean shows how the deep-ocean waves sped out from the earthquake. NOAA prepared the map.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Rumsfeld doesn’t have a clue

					By John Servais • On Dec 22, 2004

					
					He embarked on a war of conquest of a foreign country for the benefit of oil companies.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Diversity of news

					By John Servais • On Dec 20, 2004

					
					Reading foreign news websites is a most enlightening process. We learn things and read perspectives not found in our controlled US media. Not that other media are not controlled to some extent also, b

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Three blind mice?

					By John Servais • On Dec 15, 2004

					
					Richard Cohen of the Washington Post has it right. You need to register with the Wa Post to read his column, Presidential medals of Failure. The fourth failure is, of course, Bush himself. But these t

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					What are those poor kids dying in Iraq trying to protect?

					By John Servais • On Dec 14, 2004

					
					When Al-Jazeera first went with an English version last year, they were boomed off line in the US by several never-revealed Internet companies using illegal electronic processes. The common assumption

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					That soldier didn’t think of that question all by himself

					By John Servais • On Dec 10, 2004

					
					An energetic reporter set it up - and made sure it would happen. Edward Lee Pitts, embedded with a unit going north to Iraq, saw the troops working with unarmored vehicles and saw an opportunity to ge
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