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How net neutrality works

		
2 pm addition -

Rick Larsen voted against a free and open Internet. Below I write he voted for it - my error. I misread what “no” meant. Our US Representative voted with the Republicans again t
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2 pm addition -



Rick Larsen voted against a free and open Internet. Below I write he voted for it - my error. I misread what “no” meant. Our US Representative voted with the Republicans again to go along with the big big lobbyists in DC. Wonder how big a bribe he took - er, campaign contribution. Rick also voted to abolish the Estate Tax with the Republicans, benefiting those richer than most anyone in Whatcom County. If the Republicans could run a decent moderate who was not a religious nut and was against the war in Iraq then the Republican would probably beat Larsen.



We should be very careful about Jaspar MacSlarrow who for years has been a trusted aid to Larsen and is now running for State Legislature against Doug Ericksen. Jaspar is trying to leverage his position to start his own political career. At least Ericksen is an honest Republican. Given where Jaspar has worked, he is well schooled in the politics of deceit. Jaspar worked with Larsen to help him deceive the voters about where Larsen has stood on the war and advised Larsen on voting for the PATRIOT Act. The Democrats support this guy?



Rick Larsen is a Democrat?



Below posted at 5 am -



Net Neutrality - the Internet principle which allows you to find this website - is being dismantled by our US Congress. Last night the House voted to dismantle net neutrality. Our representative, Rick Larsen, barely voted against - but spent the last week on the fence wondering what the fight was about instead of fighting against this travesty. Now it goes to the Senate.



As the Internet has grown, you pay fees to access it. The company you pay, pays the company it connects to for service. At the top, the nationwide carriers actually trade traffic in a fair manner. So - when you access Google for a search, you have paid to use the wires and get information from Google. OK? That is how net neutrality works. It is how the Internet has grown these last 14 years. It is how you can get NW Citizen - or any place you want.



The big telecoms don’t like this. Nor do some other corporations who want us to only use them for information. So they want to charge me in order for you to find and access this site. They have bribed congress to pass this. Indeed, they laugh that those of us for Net Neutrality have not learned we have to bribe to get good laws. Business Week refers to content-providing web sites thusly: “...the Internet companies simply need to pony up more cash inside the Beltway.” - if we want Congress to vote our way.



How to destroy freedom and liberty? Gain control of the news and how people communicate. That is now happening. In five years you will not be able to find this website even if you live next door to the web server. But you will find what some corporate outfit pays AT&T or Comcast to show you. It took Rick till Thursday to figure that out. Lets hope our two Senators have more smarts and will fight against this in the Senate.
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			The people will not be allowed to return

			By John Servais • On Jun 03, 2006

			
			

Diego Garcia is small island in the middle of the Indian Ocean. Today it is a major US military base - and has no other inhabitants. But 40 years ago it was not ours and had a couple thousand inhabita

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			True conservatives may stay home

			By John Servais • On May 21, 2006

			
			

from the polls this November. And let the Democrats take over Congress. My wishful thinking? Not at all. Rather the wish and hope of Richard Viguerie, one of the most prominent and influential conserv

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Bush wants to control us, not find terrorists

			By John Servais • On May 19, 2006

			
			

A legal and effective communications analysis system to combat terrorism was developed and used by President Clinton’s administration. But the Bush administration tossed it away and has used the illeg

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Our security agencies had to work at being stupid

			By John Servais • On May 14, 2006

			
			

Al Gore on Saturday Night Live last night was great - funny - and also had a very real message. The last six years did not have to be one debacle after another. As events become history, we humans can

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The head of the CIA should be a civilian

			By John Servais • On May 08, 2006

			
			

A gauntlet has been thrown down on the floor by GW Bush. By nominating General Hayden to head up the CIA, Bush is daring good citizens, the responsible media and decent Senators and Representatives to

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			OK for torture goes to the top

			By John Servais • On Apr 28, 2006

			
			

The Army announced it will court marshal a Colonel Jordan for torture of prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. His immediate boss, a Colonel Pappas will testify against him with immunity from prosec

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Remember the promises of $ billions

			By John Servais • On Apr 25, 2006

			
			

to rebuild New Orleans? Bush covered his FEMA failure last September. Nothing ever came of it. He later wimped out. Today Bush reversed his whole political life’s work and spoke for some modest change

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			A Spy Speaks Out -

			By John Servais • On Apr 24, 2006

			
			

the 60 Minutes piece last night with Tyler Drumheller, the CIA chief in Europe during the years we prepared to invade Iraq. He blows the Bush Administration claim that the intelligence failed Bush. He

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Why We Fight -

			By John Servais • On Apr 23, 2006

			
			

a film about our present-day United States. It won at Sundance and for good reason. For those of us who are beginning to wonder if we made a “mistake” going to war in Iraq, this film is for you. You w

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Conservatives can’t be consistent for five minutes

			By John Servais • On Apr 01, 2006

			
			

Walls. So the Republicans - or the ruling faction - wants a wall between us and Mexico. And this is supposed to solve the problem? Well, this did not work for China nor Rome. And even 20 miles in Berl

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Bush wanted war -

			By John Servais • On Mar 27, 2006

			
			

and fabricated excuses for an invasion. Proof was printed today in the New York Times. In January, 2003, Bush and British PM Blair talked about how they could start the invasion even though they knew

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Accusations against Russia

			By John Servais • On Mar 26, 2006

			
			

The Pentagon - that world-renowned planning organization - is complaining that Russia tipped off Saddam to our military moves during the invasion of Iraq three years ago. How did Russia supposedly get

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Borders are artificial lines

			By John Servais • On Mar 19, 2006

			
			

Juan Cole has it - how the Mid East could end up if Bush continues with his insane war. See the Mar 19 post for the map showing Iraq partitioned and the new countries of Kurdistan, Qaedistan and Shiit

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Baseball, money and the American way

			By John Servais • On Mar 18, 2006

			
			

Umpire Bob Davidson, our USA go-to cheater, is behind the plate for today’s game between Cuba and the Dominican Republic. Of course his calls are to help defeat Cuba. Gawd, what an embarrassment to th

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The Mexicans beat us anyway

			By John Servais • On Mar 17, 2006

			
			

We can all feel better as Americans today, as it turns out we did cheat last night in trying to beat the Mexicans. Whew. We did give it the old American best after all. Last night, I missed the early

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			We act like we have all the answers

			By John Servais • On Mar 16, 2006

			
			

Somebody forgot to tell the Mexicans that they couldn’t beat the US baseball major league all stars. Take a hint. Clemens pitching? A batting lineup of all stars? Those little fellows south of the bor

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			A continuation of the Mar 13 post -

			By John Servais • On Mar 15, 2006

			
			

when we - Americans in this case - do lose at something despite our cheating, we simply ignore it as best we can. We pretend it didn’t happen. Lose the war to Vietnam? Destroy the city of Fallujah and

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			How do Americans win? By cheating,

			By John Servais • On Mar 13, 2006

			
			

of course. Today American baseball umpire Bob Davidson nicely reversed a call in the new Baseball Classic which gave the American team a win over the Japanese - who were threatening to win. No problem

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			She said “No” to VP Dick Cheney

			By John Servais • On Feb 10, 2006

			
			

	and now she may go to jail for it. So much for free speech in America. The careful process of shutting up Americans. The Eugene, Oregon, Weekly has the story.

Oh, and no, I will not shut up. 
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					the 60 Minutes piece last night with Tyler Drumheller, the CIA chief in Europe during the years we prepared to invade Iraq. He blows the Bush Administration claim that the intelligence failed Bush. He
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					and fabricated excuses for an invasion. Proof was printed today in the New York Times. In January, 2003, Bush and British PM Blair talked about how they could start the invasion even though they knew
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					The Pentagon - that world-renowned planning organization - is complaining that Russia tipped off Saddam to our military moves during the invasion of Iraq three years ago. How did Russia supposedly get
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						and now she may go to jail for it. So much for free speech in America. The careful process of shutting up Americans. The Eugene, Oregon, Weekly has the story.

Oh, and no, I will not shut up. 


	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Those who support the war would not be too offended

					By John Servais • On Dec 28, 2005

					
					Juan Cole continues to provide the best available analysis of our Iraq involvement - at least that I have found. While his stance is not supportive of the Bush imperial goals, those in support of the

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Has the ACLU sold out?

					By John Servais • On Nov 29, 2005

					
					From an AP article today:

“Deputy Police Chief Frank Fernandez said officers might, for example, surround a bank building, check the IDs of everyone going in and out and hand out leaflets about

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Cheney is a fraud

					By John Servais • On Nov 25, 2005

					
					Draft Dodger Dick Cheney wants to continue sending young Americans to death in Iraq. And being maimed - and being mentally unstable the rest of their lives. Dick didn’t want to go to Viet Nam to fight

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					War mongers are like a wolf pack

					By John Servais • On Nov 19, 2005

					
					I watched the US House of Representatives on C-Span last night - live. A sad display. They have now all gone home for a 2-week vacation - even before they have finished taking away the safety nets for

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The two-step shuffle

					By John Servais • On Nov 13, 2005

					
					From the year 2000 when Bush took office, till recently, the Bush Administration has slammed the Clinton administration for not being concerned about Iraq and Saddam. Now that the lies of Bush are bei

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					I have no edge on anyone

					By John Servais • On Nov 12, 2005

					
					GW Bush says we critics of his war are rewriting history. He says no one knew the intelligence was false in the spring of 2003 and going to war had broad support. Well, this common citizen in the far

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Another attack on US soil will benefit GW

					By John Servais • On Nov 11, 2005

					
					A GOP memo is calculating that another terrorist attack on US soil will benefit GW and the Republicans. These are the guys who celebrate the deaths of American kids in war. So, is the party of Lincoln

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					No oil there so the US cares not

					By John Servais • On Nov 08, 2005

					
					Winter is descending on Pakistan and the earthquake victims will continue dying by the thousands over the next few weeks. Why? Because the relief agencies - including our American Red Cross - are trea

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Mark Wilson is running for US Senator

					By John Servais • On Nov 05, 2005

					
						as a Democrat and against Maria Cantwell. His website is www.votemark.org and it will be posted in the column to the right in 


	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					This is the thought process of a cave man

					By John Servais • On Oct 25, 2005

					
					2,000 US military persons have been killed on the battlefields of Iraq since the March 2003 bombing and invasion. What is more horrifying is over 15,000 have been wounded. And tens of th

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Fluoridation

					By John Servais • On Oct 19, 2005

					
					Got your attention? Time magazine has an article this week about our Bellingham fight over whether or not to put fluoride in our drinking water. It is worth reading.

I think putting this medici

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					“A broader role for the armed forces”

					By John Servais • On Oct 18, 2005

					
					“It is now clear that a challenge on this scale requires greater federal authority and a broader role for the armed forces – the institution of our government most capable of massive logistical opera

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Where does the buck stop?

					By John Servais • On Sep 03, 2005

					
					Most agree - even W. Bush - that FEMA has botched the aid effort for New Orleans. Now we learn that Mike Brown, the director of FEMA, was fired in 2001 from his last private sector job of overseeing h

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Greatest movie line ever?

					By John Servais • On Sep 01, 2005

					
					Latest right-wing banal humor circulating on the Internet. This from the guys who say “my country, right or wrong”. This from the folks who actually think they have a rational reason for us to be inva

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A new Bellingham progressive web site

					By John Servais • On Aug 19, 2005

					
						Vote PC - has just been put up by Ryan Ferris. It has a very good mission. To bring some intelligence and law to our local governments in Whatcom County. That includes the Port of Bellingham. I’m p


	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					One of over 1,600 vigils across the USA

					By John Servais • On Aug 17, 2005

					
					Sat, Aug 20, post
Below I suggest no local elected officials attended the vigil. I am pleased to report that city council member Terry Borneman attended. Others saw him and told me. Anyone e

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A vigil to support Cindy Sheehan

					By John Servais • On Aug 16, 2005

					
					is being held tomorrow evening on the Fairhaven Village Green. Cindy is the mother of the soldier killed in Iraq. She is camped outside the gates to George Bush’s ranch in Texas. He has ignored her fo

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					You gotta love this shit.

					By John Servais • On Jul 10, 2005

					
					Israeli Intelligence knew of the London bombings an hour before they went off. And so did Scotland Yard. Hell, Israeli National News posted it on their website. Make of it what you will. Sigh, it seem

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					We are playing by Osama’s plan book

					By John Servais • On Jul 07, 2005

					
					So much for progress against terrorism. Multiple blasts on the London transportation system are evidence of that. Maybe just killing civilians by the thousands - as we have done in Iraq - and destroyi

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					British newspapers considered us cowards and vermin.

					By John Servais • On Jul 04, 2005

					
					Happy Fourth. In his speech today, Bush is comparing his criminal war in Iraq to our fight for Independence two hundred years ago. Well, here is a more accurate comparison.

The British f

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Like toxic water flowing from GP

					By John Servais • On Jul 02, 2005

					
					The link to No Forced Fluoride in Bellingham is posted to the right. The pro-fluoride initiative backers - financed by Seattle powers with well-laundered money passed along to hide the sources - has s

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Downing Street memos are authentic

					By John Servais • On Jun 30, 2005

					
					A modest correction to yesterday’s post below. Contrary to paragraph 3, prior to 9/11 the international terrorists could also find sanctuary in Yemen, Canada and the USA. These are in addition to Afgh

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Bush has helped Bin Laden

					By John Servais • On Jun 29, 2005

					
					Lets see if we can state this in a way conservatives and war hawks can understand. Because 9/11 is being used as a false excuse for the war in Iraq and because Bush had no post-war plan for Iraq, we n

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Fluoride in water is medicine

					By John Servais • On Jun 22, 2005

					
					We found the nerve endings. The fluoride proponents don’t like the word “medicine” as used in the June 16 post below. Of course fluoride in water is just that - medicine. Medicine that is supposedly h

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					We want pure clean water

					By John Servais • On Jun 16, 2005

					
					The fluoride proponents don’t have a clue. They don’t get it. When I open my water tap, I want clean water to come out, not medicine.

These well-meaning folks think they know what I need - and

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Deja vu of 1996

					By John Servais • On Jun 12, 2005

					
					Chuckanut Ridge is a controversy now - and it is deja vu of 1996. On October ‘96, NwCitizen broke new information and posted three reports that helped to stop the development. It also recommended that

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					How small are our military leaders?

					By John Servais • On Jun 05, 2005

					
					Very. How childish and petty? Very. How uncaring in supporting our soldiers? Very. How incompetent and wasting of lives and money while not paying attention to the basics of war? Very.
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					New web sites

					By John Servais • On May 30, 2005

					
					The folks trying to buy the 100-acre Fairhaven Highlands proposed development and turn it into a city park now have their own website - One Hundred Acre Wood.

New - local website that addresses

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Media conference a surprising success

					By John Servais • On May 21, 2005

					
					The media conference was a surprising success. Surprising because so many attended and were very focused on learning more about independent media. Over 20 people attended all the sessions I checked ou

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Independent media should be of interest

					By John Servais • On May 18, 2005

					
					There is an interesting media conference this Saturday, May 21, in Bellingham, that is oriented towards independent and grassroots efforts. This includes blogs, public TV and radio, small newspapers,
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