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Nope. I didn't make it up. It's from the subtitle of a book by Steve Bhaerman, under the pen name Swami Beyondananda. I have to admire the guy. At least he can laugh about it. But Americans should do more than laugh or cry. We need to vote the rascals out.

Now I'm no big fan of the current Democratic agenda, so I'm going to parrot the earlier advice of the usual editor of this website and encourage folks to hold their nose and vote for a change of majority in the House and Senate. It's our only hope at this point. That means voting for Democrats - even those with vacuous campaign slogans like "I support change in Iraq", or those that won't suffer their constituents the courtesy of a visit, or worse, have them threatened with arrest for visiting their office. Yep, they're a sniveling bunch of nincompoops, but at least they are not criminally insane.

I am also not categorically against Republicans. I loved Dan Evans! But it is clear to me that the Bush Agenda aims at a strategic restructuring of the U.S. economy. Remember all the fuss about WTO and "Free Trade"? Have you noticed nobody is demonstrating anymore? It's not because the issue was satisfactorily resolved. It's because nobody dares to demonstrate anymore. They get beaten up and arrested by cops in military style riot gear.

The Bush Agenda is designed to cram down our uniquely diverse middle class and replace it with a uniformed and armed middle class beholden to the establishment for their benefits and authority. Think about it: Ship all the jobs overseas and saddle the taxpayers with never-ending debt and a declining value for their dollars. If those pesky progressives demand a level playing field by clamoring for "fair trade", then let them have it - in spades. Let them compete with workers in China and Korea. Those who want decent wages and access to health care and education will sign up for the war without end and will support the administration's irrational and aggressive foreign policies. This assures continued war profiteering for Cheney's buddies at Haliburton, the Carlyle Group and beyond. That's criminally insane!

Don't believe me? On October 27, Bush adopted shocking changes to the Insurrection Act of 1878 (10 U.S.C.331 -335). Public Law 109-364 allows the president to declare a state of emergency anywhere at any time and to move United States troops to suppress any public disorder. It also allows the president to take control of any state troops, forces, or national guard - even without the consent of the ostensibly presiding Governor. This completely subverts the posse comitatus restrictions that prevent the military's involvement in domestic law enforcement. Wake up, Americans! Why do you think this did not make the news? O.K., you can go back to sleep now.

Unfortunately, voting may not be enough to quell this trend. Do you really think these guys will let a few votes stand between them and all those dollars? It has now been fairly well demonstrated that Bush stole the 2004 Election. In Ohio alone, more than enough votes were subverted to hand Kerry the election - if they had been counted. This year expect to see all manner of election fraud in the most tactically succinct places. Cheney's friend Diebold, the guy making the voting machines, has made sure that the machines can be rigged. Several recent reports have shown how easily this can be accomplished. Another tactic is to disenfranchise the opposition by making sure they can't vote. Remember Florida? This is why the administration works so hard to get their ducks, I mean judges, lined up. Again in Ohio, a draconian new voter identification requirement that threatened to disqualify thousands of voters was just overturned, but has been urgently appealed by prominent Republicans. Make no mistake, these "out-of-the-box, win-at-any-cost" political operatives will target key districts to either jimmy the vote or rig the results. It's all about winning, not about American democracy.

Gentle citizen, it has long been your civic duty to vote. It has now become your duty to see that your vote is counted, and to further assure that all votes are counted fairly and accurately. Then, should you remain unconvinced, it will be your (our) duty to raise holy hell until it is sorted out and done properly.

A word to the wise: Despite the revolutionary heritage of this great land, It may now be inadvisable to attempt anything that might be characterized as "insurrection". 
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			The 16% Solution

			By Tip Johnson • On Nov 05, 2006

			
			

Results from the 17th year of a poll routinely taken by the Wall Street Journal and NBC News show that only 16 percent approve of the job Congress is doing. 52 percent of those polled said they’d pref

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Swirling Logo

			By Tip Johnson • On Nov 05, 2006

			
			

Hopefully the City’s new swirling logo will flush itself before it ends up glued on vehicles and emblazoned on letterhead. It’s horrible, but that’s only half the story. And we will probably never get

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The Truth Fairy

			By Tip Johnson • On Nov 04, 2006

			
			

Heading into the last days of this election season, George Bush and his Neo-Con Republicans have been strumming a familiar tune to promote their candidates. Republicans, they say, will
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			My name is Tip Johnson.

			By Tip Johnson • On Nov 03, 2006

			
			

Gentle readers,

My name is Tip Johnson. The usual editor of this publication has asked me to fill in for a bit while he is busy with other matters. Some of you have already written, following h

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Website restructuring

			By John Servais • On Nov 02, 2006

			
			

After today, a friend will take over writing to this space for a few weeks. I’ll let him introduce himself to you. I’ve some personal things that need my full attention for the next month or two. Even

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Do you vote your emotions, not your mind?

			By John Servais • On Nov 01, 2006

			
			

Now Karl Rove starts his directing of emotional outrage comments on most any news item that is handy - in his effort to get people to vote with their emotions of the moment and not with their mind. Ro

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			One of the finest journalistic minds in America

			By John Servais • On Oct 30, 2006

			
			

George Will is a respected conservative columnist - and I invite you to read his current column in Newsweek. It is two pages - not long - and please read to the last two-word sentence. You know George

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Free Rick

			By John Servais • On Oct 29, 2006

			
			

Free Rick Larsen is a new website by anti-war activists in Bellingham. These are serious citizens whom Rick has dissed and ignored. One has even been banned from his office for the rest of her life. T

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Attemped murder ignored?

			By John Servais • On Oct 28, 2006

			
			

Did Lee Boyd Malvo and John Allen Muhammad shoot and wound Margot in Bellingham back in 2002? NwCitizen raised this question in October 2002 and Bellingham Police Chief Randy Carroll laughed at the su

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Military blocked from some websites

			By John Servais • On Oct 27, 2006

			
			

The Pentagon is blocking liberal websites, such as Wonkette, from our military in Iraq. Blatant censorship and violation of free speech and press - don’t let the soldiers know there are questions abou

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			How a democracy overthrows a government without killing

			By John Servais • On Oct 26, 2006

			
			

We will have sent over 100 young Americans to their deaths in Iraq in October. The highest in almost two years. And the 4th month of increasing deaths. And perhaps up to 1,000 to a life with injuries

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			“Staying the course”

			By John Servais • On Oct 25, 2006

			
			

Why we need to vote for Rick Larsen and win a Democratic Party majority in the House of Representatives is illustrated in this new TV ad for Democrats. The ad highlights the absurdity of Bush now sayi

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Do it for America

			By John Servais • On Oct 23, 2006

			
			

Want to do something to end the war in Iraq? Then vote for Rick Larsen. And Maria Cantwell. Rick’s seat is not secure. If even a small percent - say 5% - of liberals who are strongly anti-war refuse t

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Hold your nose, but vote

			By John Servais • On Oct 22, 2006

			
			

Gentle reader - if you are liberal and against the war, then please please vote for Rick Larsen. Hold your nose, but vote for him. And, a bit easier, vote for Maria Cantwell. I am meeting frien

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			All fantasy

			By John Servais • On Oct 21, 2006

			
			

We started to see it yesterday and by next weekend it will be well known. Bush is setting a timetable for pullout from Iraq - and the “October” surprise may well be a plan for getting out of Iraq - “w

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Continuing - suggestions on voting - Nov 7, 2006

			By John Servais • On Oct 21, 2006

			
			

State Supreme Court Justice - vote for Susan Owens. Keep her on the court. She has done a good job, respecting our rights and writing opinions supported by the other judges. Her opponent, Steph

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Suggestions on voting - November 7, 2006 election

			By John Servais • On Oct 19, 2006

			
			

These are listed in general order of the importance I think they deserve. As a senior citizen now, and with a lifetime of deep involvement in politics (not deep, but I even shook hands with JFK) I hav

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			We prefer to conquer

			By John Servais • On Oct 16, 2006

			
			

Actually, International - but not local and that is the point. AlJazeera reports on a scholarly Islamic letter to the Pope - pointing out the factual errors in that inflammatory speech of his

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			I love a good library system

			By John Servais • On Oct 14, 2006

			
			

Nice little slanted piece in today’s Bellingham Herald by Sam Taylor. He says “Some in the community have clamored for (library) branches…”. Clamor. Apparently we are not requesting or petitioning o
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					Karl Rove is being exposed as pressuring Rep. Foley - the Republican who pursued teenage Congressional pages - to run for Congress one more time. Indeed, Karl apparently told Foley that if he did not
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					The Auditor’s Election webpage has posted the General Election schedule. Indeed, ballots will be mailed to all of us starting a week from tomorrow on Oct 18. While the corporate media like to say it i
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					Next week the Auditor will mail out our ballots to us. Catch that? Next week, we start voting. Yet - our Whatcom County Auditor web page has no information at all about the general election. No dates
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					As Republicans try to prove the Democrats sprung the Foley scandal as an ‘October Surprise’, it is fun to actually learn how it all started. Check out the website for CREW - Citizens for Responsibilit
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					Right wingnuts - Drudge, Gingrich and others - are saying the Democrats want Republican House leader Hastert to resign so as to enhance Democratic House candidates in the November election. You know,
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					Oh, I’m sorry, that is unfair. If the facts don’t fit then make a mistake. (This post is labeled National so no conservative has to read this far and become upset - as I don’t want to hurt their relia
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					Now the right wing media theme is Rep. Foley is a homosexual - as if that explains pedophilia. So, would they say a rapist is just a heterosexual person? The Wall Street Journal and other right wingnu
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					is all they are according to the White House. (Tony Snow on CNN) Yep - from the same folks who say torture is “procedures”. And this explains why the top leadership of the Republican Congress ignored
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					So - it seems top Republican Congressmen also lie about having sex with interns - er, pages. I ask you - what is worse - exploiting a person over 21 - legally impossible - or a boy of 16? Seems the to
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					The “Terrorist Detainee” bill passed the US House of Representatives by 253 to 168 vote yesterday. Aka the Military Commissions Act of 2006. House Resolution 6166, passed on Roll Call 491 of the secon

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Branches vs main library
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					For the record, the library administration reacted to the post below by shifting the argument from branches to drive times and looking to give us crumbs from the main library bond issue in the form of

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Meeting in the middle of a business day

					By John Servais • On Sep 18, 2006

					
					The Bellingham Library Board of Trustees will meet Tue, Sep 19 at 2:30 pm in the basement meeting room of the downtown library - the room across the hall from the Children’s Library. The public

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					We need branch libraries - not a new main library
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					This coming Tuesday, our Bellingham Library Board of Trustees may make a decision on where to locate a new, huge, downtown library building. The plan is to ask voters to pass a bond issue of several t
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					Bush wants to continue torturing captives.  Why are we even discussing this? The Nazis and Soviet Russia tortured people to get information - not the USA. Now here is Bush demanding the authority to t

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Will history repeat?

					By John Servais • On Sep 15, 2006

					
					Anti-War demonstration next Tuesday in New York will probably be big. Bush will be speaking at the UN on that day to further his Iraq war. Demonstrators are being denied permits - and we can expect a

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Let the games begin

					By John Servais • On Sep 12, 2006

					
					Tim Douglas - the longest-serving mayor in Bellingham’s history - will now serve another year. This also sets up a perfect scenario for Dan McShane’s run for mayor as there will be no incumbent. Asmun
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					What NWCitizen posted on Sept 11, 2001 seems to have stood the test of time. The cautions and concerns about democracy and hate were relevant considering the hate mongering and mindless striking out a

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Voting recommendations for the Primary Election
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					Mail your ballot before Tuesday, Sept 19 (or by 5 pm that day if you want to take a chance).

Mary Kay Becker - re-elect her as a judge to the Appeals Court. Her opponent, Teichert, is ba
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					and what political gaming is being played to best position a candidate for the big election in the fall of 2007? I will be doing my best to sort this out for you over the next few weeks.

Gen

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Some clarification is needed here

					By John Servais • On Aug 30, 2006

					
					Gene Knutson is not knowingly part of any arrangement by Mark to succeed him as mayor. Below in yesterday’s post I suggested just that but today I’ve been convinced that Gene is personally on the up a

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A sweet dirty move

					By John Servais • On Aug 29, 2006

					
					Bellingham Mayor Mark Asmundson submitted his resignation today, effective Nov 1. My my. He continues an old corrupt practice of Whatcom County - resigning a year before his last term is up - at elect

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Are we being conditioned to hate Iran?

					By John Servais • On Aug 27, 2006

					
					Yes. Is there truth in what we are being told by our corporate media and the Bush administration? No. Want an example of a lie and some truths that you are not being told? Then read Juan Cole’s blog p

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Fair voting. Instant Runoff voting

					By John Servais • On Aug 24, 2006

					
					What might be the biggest political issue of the next two years is - voting. Fair voting. Instant Runoff voting. The elimination of the crooked Diebold electronic voting machines and bringing in the u

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Is criticism of Israel also implied criticism of Jews?

					By John Servais • On Aug 22, 2006

					
					Especially American Jews? Does this show a prejudice against Jewish persons? Racism? Anti-Semite feelings?

Of course I say no, but then the knowing smiles greet me. It has been suggested to me

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Hezbolah not a terrorism group

					By John Servais • On Aug 19, 2006

					
					Today, Israel broke the UN cease fire agreement with a helicopter raid into northern Lebanon - along with fighter jets bombing the area. Why mention this? Because it fits the pattern over the many yea

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Probably the most informed and reliable political columnist in the state

					By John Servais • On Aug 14, 2006

					
					You can see a new link at the top of this page - to the writing of Joel Connelly, a Seattle PI columnist. His column normally appears each Mon, Wed and Friday. He should be helpful to us progressives

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Fair voting in this country is a myth

					By John Servais • On Aug 10, 2006

					
					A fraud, more exactly. How did Bush get elected a second time? We may learn 20 or 40 years from now that it was the Diebold electronic voting machines that were ‘tweaked’ for final election results in

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Joe Lieberman’s website crash

					By John Servais • On Aug 08, 2006

					
					Lieberman lost. This is very good news for America. Hope that perhaps we Americans will overwhelm the forces of war in this country.

If you are a geek, this might be interesting. Joe L blamed h

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					In case you didn’t know

					By John Servais • On Aug 06, 2006

					
						given US media skewed news - the kidnapping of two Israeli soldiers on July 12 took place inside Lebanon - not Israel. The Israeli army routinely has violated the peace agreement by sending patrols 
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