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A few political observations

		
Don Gischer was appointed to the Bellingham City Council this evening to serve until the end of November when a new council representative will be elected. The council voted 4 to 2 for Don on the firs
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Don Gischer was appointed to the Bellingham City Council this evening to serve until the end of November when a new council representative will be elected. The council voted 4 to 2 for Don on the first vote. Rebecca Johnson was the only other nominee and received 2 votes.

Of the nine applicants, Stan Snapp, Myron Wlaznak and Jacqui MacConnell gave the best presentations, all showing a strong knowledge of local issues, presenting resumes of decades of civic involvement and speaking to what they thought should be council concerns during this year. The most enjoyable 5-minute speech was newcomer to our town Gary Namie. Richard Maneval spoke of his many civic involvements and expressed a strong desire to now serve on the council. He will run for the 4th Ward position in the election.

Now to a little dissection. I need to get the thoughts of others on this, but for now, here is my best take. I noticed Terry looking completely shocked and confused by the vote - as if he expected Rebecca to get the 4 votes. He voted for her. Barbara Ryan nominated Rebecca, so she voted for her. But some of us junkies in the audience expected Gene and Louise to also vote for her. Louise looked almost embarrassed as she raised her hand in a vote for Don. Gene nominated Don and voted for him. John Watts and Bob Ryan voted for Don and this followed from expectations of them voting for one of the former council members. The Louise and Gene votes were the surprises. They may be risking some political support during their election runs because of tonight. And I lost my nickel that was on Rebecca.

In Don Gischer we have a fellow who served 12 years on the council from 1984 through 1995 and can participate fully for these next 8 months. Don is a common-sense guy who speaks his mind. He is a good successor to Joan. I don't know if he will run for the office.

All in all, I think most of us were impressed with the quality of the applicants and the very good 5-minute, carefully timed, speeches. It was a good night for political observers.

12 noon
Bob Ryan will announce his political intentions next Monday about noon. He has told me of next Monday's announcement. He has remained very mum on his plans. I have heard reliably from others that he will announce for mayor.

8 am
A few quick political observations. This morning I have reliable confirmation that Bob Ryan will run for mayor - and will announce soon. This means we will have at least three new council members come next January. If Gene Knutson is elected mayor, then the council will appoint a 4th new member in January to serve till the November 2008 election. I still hear that Louise is considering running for Bob's 1st Ward seat as this would give her a 4-year term. Don Keenan is considering running for mayor with the decision by Craig Cole to not run.

I just wonder how many of the 9 candidates for the vacant 4th Ward who are not selected will then file for either the 4th Ward or the At-Large positions if Louise switches to the 1st Ward. Normally few want to challenge an incumbent and fewer want to challenge Louise. Only Ham Hayes has shown the courage - or whatever - to challenge her. If she switches, then perhaps several of those from the 4th Ward will be making choices between the 4th and the At Large. Once you get your blood up for a political position it is not always easy to forget it.

I appreciate the reliable tips many responsible political junkies have been giving me. The list serves two purposes - as a fun place for all of us to follow the action and, more seriously, as a reference for those considering running for office. While it is sometimes part of the strategy of a candidate to hold back on announcing - especially incumbents - it is in the interest of fielding good candidates for us all to know what the score is. The list - and links to web sites - will continue till the November election. More information may be added later. One bit of info now - the Bill Mize forum at the Rome Grange is on July 25.
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			Office-hours confusion

			By John Servais • On Apr 03, 2007

			
			

At the Ellen Murphy hearing yesterday virtually nothing happened and it lasted about a minute. Ellen’s attorney, Joe Pemberton, told judge Lev that in light of the changes in the charges by the city t

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Time Warp

			By John Servais • On Apr 01, 2007

			
			

I’m informed that the court did allow the change of times on the arrest warrants at the Motion Hearing last Monday. This information was not in the court file I was given to look at. So it seems judg

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Uneducated and misinformed

			By John Servais • On Mar 29, 2007

			
			

Rick Larsen’s attitude towards those citizens who are against the war in Iraq is exposed. In the case against Ellen Murphy by US Rep. Rick Larsen and the city of Bellingham, here is a statement from t

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			The race is on!

			By John Servais • On Mar 28, 2007

			
			

We have 10 candidates for that vacant 4th Ward council position.

3 pm
We have eight candidates for the vacant city council position formerly held by Joan Beardsley. Eight, including three f

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Ellen Murphy trial update; by Sharon Crozier

			By John Servais • On Mar 27, 2007

			
			

The person on the Bench in Bellingham’s Municipal Court said today (Monday, Mar 26) that citizens have no right to be heard by our public officials, that participation in democracy is voting and no mo

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Running wild

			By John Servais • On Mar 26, 2007

			
			

Six of the seven Bellingham City Council members could be new next January. Only Barbara Ryan is sure to be back. By filing week Friday, June 8, we may know for sure that three will be new - if Bob Ry

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			US a police state?

			By John Servais • On Mar 24, 2007

			
			

The Bush administration’s calculated transformation of the US into a police state. The Washington Post prints a letter from one of the thousands in our midst who have lost some of their rights but can

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Blue Canyon bullies?

			By John Servais • On Mar 23, 2007

			
			

So - what is going on at the Blue Canyon, down at the south end of Lake Whatcom? Who is Stephen Scott and who is Rita Foley and why have the responsible County departments allowed a creek to be clear

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Checking past predictions

			By John Servais • On Mar 20, 2007

			
			

Four years ago today the ground invasion of Iraq started. George Bush used known false claims of danger to the US to justify the war. By early April the US had won a decisive war with total conquest o

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Bellingham Herald editors cannot count

			By John Servais • On Mar 19, 2007

			
			

Front page headline this morning reads “War enters fourth year”. Sorry, it is entering the fifth year. This for their most bold headline - and probably seen by 5 or 10 people before it ran. Unfortunat

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Ellen Murphy trial update

			By Guest Writer • On Mar 17, 2007

			
			

The Ellen Murphy trial took an unexpected turn today, (Thursday, March 15).

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			No politicians at awards banquet

			By John Servais • On Mar 15, 2007

			
			

A telling point was made last evening at the annual Business Person of the Year awards banquet sponsored by the Northwest Business Monthly.

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Ellen Murphy trial update- Mar 15

			By Guest Writer • On Mar 15, 2007

			
			

The House of Representatives legal council today filed a multi-page Motion to Quash the subpoena requiring Rep. Rick Larsen to appear in Bellingham Court on March 20.

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Ellen Murphy update; by Sharon Crozier

			By Guest Writer • On Mar 11, 2007

			
			

Congressman Rick Larsen has (so far) successfully avoided the process server who is waiting to hand him a subpoena to appear in the trial of war protester Ellen Murphy of Bellingham.

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Mayors-in-waiting; Congressional Hearings

			By John Servais • On Mar 09, 2007

			
			

Gene Knutson, 14-year city council member, is running for mayor. He has his kickoff fund raiser at the Squalicum Boathouse next Thursday, Mar 15. Gene is well liked as a council member who has always

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Larsen: a cold political operator

			By John Servais • On Mar 04, 2007

			
			

Ellen Murphy is now allowed to enter the Federal Building in Bellingham. With the court dismissal of the Oct. 20 trespass charge, the lifetime ban on entering the building was also dropped. (This took

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Protesters Murphy and Ahmath

			By John Servais • On Feb 23, 2007

			
			

Ellen Murphy’s court date has been changed. Her jury trial will be on Tuesday, March 20 ( not Feb 27 as posted below last week). It was changed - after being set by the Muni Court at the earlie

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			Kafka and the Wizard of Oz

			By John Servais • On Feb 15, 2007

			
			

City of Bellingham prosecutor was forced to dismiss the October 20, 2006 trespassing charge against Ellen Murphy in Municipal Court today. Ellen will still stand trial on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 9 am bef

	

			
			

		
		
	
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
		
			What a bunch of hooey!

			By Tip Johnson • On Feb 14, 2007

			
			

The Pentagon, after weeks of delay, finally trotted out the “irrefutable evidence” that Iran is supplying deadly weapons to Iraqi “insurgents”. Wow! They produced two tables of weaponry with Iranian m
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					A forum on voting integrity

					By John Servais • On Feb 11, 2007

					
					On Sat, Feb 24, there is a forum on voting integrity at the Bellingham Library downstairs lecture room from 10 am to noon. From their press release it looks good. James Johan sent the release, Marian

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Three corrections

					By John Servais • On Feb 10, 2007

					
					Today we have three corrections that apply to the Feb 6 post below. The corrections are important but do not change the thrust of the article - and indeed put even more of an accusation against Congre

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Doth she protesteth too much?

					By John Servais • On Feb 06, 2007

					
					Ellen Murphy has the courage to practice classic civil protest - to publicly bring her questions about the Iraq war to Rick Larsen, our US Congress Representative. And for daring to do that, it appear

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Response to Bellingham Herald editorial

					By John Servais • On Jan 25, 2007

					
					Today’s Bellingham Herald editorial invites an answer. The editorial is good in that it reflects on past bad practices, like allowing GP to dump mercury into Bellingham Bay, and the editorial goes on

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Library/garage

					By John Servais • On Jan 19, 2007

					
					If you have arrived at this website for the first time as a result of the link posted in today’s Bellingham Herald article about branch libraries, then I welcome you and hope you return occasionally.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Welcome to Rick Larsen . . .

					By John Servais • On Jan 16, 2007

					
					… welcome to the correct side of the Iraq war issue. Rick spoke yesterday at Bellingham city hall and, according to the Bellingham Herald, he switched his stand and now favors a partial pullout of

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Democrats erring; remembering Paul Roley

					By John Servais • On Jan 13, 2007

					
					OK, my Democratic Party friends. Deal with this - like Barney Frank would not. He shouted down a Senator who dared to reveal this on the Senate floor. The hypocrisy stinks. If this is the lily-pure 10

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					War with Iran

					By John Servais • On Jan 12, 2007

					
					The news analysts are finally realizing that Bush’s speech was a declaration of war on Iran. I posted that minutes after the speech and revisited it yesterday. We are dragging out the detention of the

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A new way to select our next president

					By John Servais • On Jan 12, 2007

					
					Unity08 - a new way to select and elect our next president. Worth our effort to check out and consider. For conservatives and liberals. For those of us who do not like the dominance of money in our po

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					War - war and more war

					By John Servais • On Jan 11, 2007

					
					Juan Cole provides an excellent if longish read on Bush’s new plan for the Iraq war. In particular he points out how many of the infiltrators and weapons are coming not from Syria or Iran but from Jor

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Escalation announced tonight

					By John Servais • On Jan 10, 2007

					
					In his speech tonight, Bush gave no specific time lines for expected results. The first words from news commentators referred to six months for results. But Bush can avoid any accountability in six mo

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Israel to bomb Iran?

					By John Servais • On Jan 09, 2007

					
					Freaky. There are reports - rumors? - that Israeli Air Force pilots are training for a bombing run into Iran. If Israel drops nuclear bombs on Iran then you know W asked them to do it - for they have

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Airport issues

					By John Servais • On Jan 08, 2007

					
					The new discussion site about airport issues - blinet.org - is being run by Matt Paskus. While his name is not on the site, he is very open to be identified. He lives out by the airport and - surprise

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Bush is totally dysfunctional now

					By John Servais • On Jan 07, 2007

					
					Why should the execution of Saddam be a concern to all of us? Because it was a lynching - and Bush and company participated. Personally I think Bush wanted Saddam dead quick out of fear that we may be

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The dead are blessed

					By John Servais • On Jan 01, 2007

					
					3,000 service persons killed in Iraq? Oh we are beyond that - up to 3,002 this morning - and could climb past 4,000 this year if we ‘stay the course’. More telling for me is we are approaching 50,000

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Candlelight vigil tonight

					By John Servais • On Dec 31, 2006

					
					As the 3,000th US service person is killed in Iraq today or tomorrow, the Whatcom Peace and Justice Center will hold a candlelight vigil at the Maritime Heritage Park this evening starting at 4:30 pm

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Saddam Hussein executed

					By John Servais • On Dec 29, 2006

					
					The US - the Bush administration - had Saddam Hussein executed this evening. How sad - how stupid on several levels - and how oh so immoral. There are tyrants of several countries who murder their peo

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Moving Target

					By Tip Johnson • On Dec 11, 2006

					
					One of the more momentous public hearings in Bellingham’s history appears to be ready to pass with more than the ordinary confusion. We wrote about some of the mis/disinformation earlier.
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					The Iraq Study Group Report

					By John Servais • On Dec 06, 2006

					
					A good historic moment is upon us today. The Iraq Study Group Report was presented this morning to our nation’s leaders and to us citizens. I think this report and its 79 recommendations provide a sup

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Global Warming, Record Lows - Fiddling while Rome burns

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 30, 2006
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blockquote>”When do you wreck it as a system? It’s like going up to the edge of a cliff, not really knowing where it is. Common sense says you shouldn’t discover where the edge is by passing over it,

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Public meeting & hearing rescheduled

					By John Servais • On Nov 30, 2006

					
					Notice:

Relative to the last post:

Ecology has rescheduled the public meeting for:
December 7th, 6:30 p.m. ñ 8:30 p.m., Bellingham Cruise Terminal, 355 Harris Avenue, Bell

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Public Process - Lots of it (kind of),

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 27, 2006

					
					or I lied (sort of!)

In the previous post I complained that the biggest rip-off in Whatcom County history was happening without even being discussed or making it into the news. Well, I lied. To

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 26, 2006

					
					The good? We are no longer spewing forty+ pounds of mercury vapor every day into the local atmosphere. We are no longer dumping 20 to 40 tons of polluted solid waste into our bay, ravines and gravel p

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Long Run

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 19, 2006

					
					Milton Friedman died at 94 years of age last week. Friedman was the maverick economist who implemented monetarist policies beginning with the administrations of Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher. As

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Torturous topics

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 19, 2006

					
					While we’re being proud to be Americans, don’t forget that George Bush just pushed through legislation that makes it legal for our boys at Abu Ghraib to have tortured and makes it legal for them to ke

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Welcome to America!

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 19, 2006

					
					Protesting and dissent is no longer supervised by the police. It is actively escalated to violence, punished and prosecuted. This snippet is about a fellow rotting in jail as the result of his journal

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Let them vote on it?

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 19, 2006

					
					Zetta Bracher, President of the local Democratic Women’s Club, has an idea for getting consensus on our “new direction” in Iraq.

When it became apparent that there were no weapons of mass destr

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Hot Button

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 16, 2006

					
					The war in Iraq is widely regarded to have been the “hot button” issue of the last election. I don’t buy it. Americans seem to like a good fight. After all, we get into a lot of them. The problem with

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Plenty more to flush

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 12, 2006

					
					Bellingham’s new, old mayor, Tim Douglas, got off to a great running start at his new job by dealing quickly and firmly with an important issue that threatened to embarrass the City forever - the form

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Killers or Healers?

					By Tip Johnson • On Nov 09, 2006

					
					Congratulations, Americans. That was certainly worth voting for! Voters thoroughly routing the entrenched Neo-Con administration will help restore our world image, so badly damaged since re-electing t
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