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		300+ New Units, Zero Affordability

		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
		
		By Jane Bright •  Jan 31, 2020 • Topics: Bellingham, 


		
		
		




Another big housing development has been proposed for Bellingham. The good news is that this one is in the Samish Way Urban Village. The bad news is that like the 70-plus unit developments in process in Fairhaven and across from the Bellwether, all units in all three developments are “market priced.” In other words, no affordable units are being added to over 300 privately developed units, all built in high-density zoned areas


 So, let’s revisit the conviction that simply increasing density will solve the housing shortage and cause social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. While all levels of housing are needed, the track record with private development shows not only the complexity of housing economics but that the obstacles and challenges to build affordable units extend beyond zoning. Just look at all the building projects in Bellingham, particularly North Bellingham, and you’ll see a sameness to the structures, be they apartments or townhouses or single-family developments. Sameness is efficient, cost effective and profitable. 


 There are many causes of our housing situation, including the Great Recession when construction and turnover of “starter” homes virtually stopped. Also, the federal government got out of warehousing people in both “mental institutions” and housing projects, aka slums, without replacing either the beds or mental health services. Bellingham’s housing needs are further magnified by a large, transient student population that competes for affordable housing with permanent residents, while at the same time, some of our elders hold onto homes only because “aging in place” options don’t exist. 


 Then there is the housing-wage gap, a problem shared across the country. In Bellingham, 16% of the homeless have jobs but still can’t afford a place to live. And many areas of the country have much lower housing costs, such as Grand Rapids’ where the median home value is $164,500 vs. Bellingham’s $443,000. Nor is our growth the cause of the wage gap. Maine has an affordability shortage like we do, but our population grew 11.4% vs. the entire state of Maine, at 0.8% since 2010. 


 The causes of a lack of affordable housing are many and complicated. So are the solutions, and I applaud Kulshan Community Land Trust, Habitat for Humanity and the City of Bellingham for their accomplishments thus far in creating affordable housing. But wouldn’t it be more effective if private builders were also part of the solution? The city has looked at requiring every new development to include a percentage of affordable units, but hasn’t yet found either the sweet spot to keep builders building and/or the political will to try. 


 Let’s try again, with the goal of high-density urban villages requiring affordable units, family sized units, and aging-in-place options in every development. Yes, the feds, state and non-profits have a role, but for-profit developers do a significant amount of the building, and many of them live in our community. Let’s get them involved to find the right carrots and sticks to ensure that affordable units are part of their plans.
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			 Currently President of South Hill Neighborhood Association, which is 44% multifamily units, Jane is active in several Whatcom community groups. Following a career as a Human Resources executive for The Gillette [...]
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Comments by Readers


	   
      


		
        
        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Well said, Jane Bright on Northwest Citizen! What you said cannot be repeated often enough: Simply increasing density by creating, granting, and giving away the “permission to build” to those who already own property here will not solve our housing shortage nor lead to social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. Not unless we add mechanisms that create more affordability than the current, prevailing real estate industry is geared to deliver.

The real estate industry’s numbers prove that our county has way more market-priced homes (apartments are homes, too) than we have people and households who can afford those homes. And we have way too few homes compared to the number of us who need something less expensive than market rate. Over half of us who work here spend an unaffordable amount per month for our home’s rent or mortgage plus basic utilities. (Unaffordable being defined as more than 30 percent of gross income per month)


Rather than expecting zoning changes, city codes, and incentives to somehow convince for-profit businesses and their bankers to change their stripes and offer homes for less than the market will bear, it would be more productive for cities, the county, and the port to concentrate on what it takes to create permanently affordable homes for the widest possible range of incomes among those of us who live and work here.

Here’s where I’d like to see our public agencies and private sector partners working together: Owner occupancy is better than absentee investor ownership. Community land trust affordable homeownership is superior to unaffordable rental tenancy. Home co-op ownership is better than tenants with no ownership interests. Permanently affordable homes are better than temporarily affordable homes. Shared equity is better than no equity shared. Limited equity sharing and a reasonably healthy rate of return are better than hoping for a windfall.

Can we flip the dominant culture that mistakenly believes that homes must always be seen as investments instead of homes being a place to sleep safely at night, ideally at a price you can afford? For at least half of all homes?

I think I might be OK with half of all homes being investments that offer an upside capital gain of whatever the market will bear as long as the other half of all homes (eventually) are permanently affordable for the widest possible range of incomes. About half of us can afford market-priced homes, but the other half of us with incomes less than the median need homes that are less expensive per month than any of the free market homes here.

Can we aim for what we really need? We need fifty percent or more of all homes to be permanently affordable for the half of us who have incomes less than the median. Could happen! Maybe in 50 years or less. Why not Whatcom?



	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	New home buyers are frequently coming from other, higher priced urban areas. If they bring wealth with them, then the market prices will match their demand. But that doesn’t mean local  wages here will rise. On the other hand, there are a lot of coastal CA cities like this: retirees, surfers, students with tourism, health, education, retail as the driving economic industries. You can say we are becoming quite upper middle class.  We could do worse. I used to think lack of well paying careers was a terrible flaw. I am not so sure anymore.  Is gentrification  evil? Is it the best we can do?  Probably no to both.  “Housing equality and affordability”  are goals worth pursuing  however not because we might achieve them but simply because we are better as a community for making the attempt. And that is important.
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        	Satpal Sidhu        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Yes our long term policies ought to reflect the needs of people below the median income today and in future. But such shift in public policy paradigm shift and their impact on the gorund takes decades. We need ideas and solutions for making an impact under 5 years! I am seeking input from all stakeholders in the housing equation to make a difference on the ground. Mayor Seth Fleetwood has suggested a Housing Summit in next few months and some consensus for County and COB and all other cities to engage in short terms solutions / public private partnerships ideas.
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        	Jane Bright        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	I am very pleased to see this conversation and thank you all for jumping in. As to County Exec Sidhu’s under 5 year goal, I agree totally. The sooner the better.

For the city of Bellingham, the low hanging fruit is student housing. I’ll write more on this soon, but if the private market has figured out how to make money on student housing, the State should be able to find a way to increase on campus density and build housing that works for today’s students, increases their safety compared to some of the fire traps now in use and help with student and their and their families’ finances. WWU is very proactive in providing students guidance on how to navigate the housing shortage, but I think it would be even better if the State stopped outsourcing student housing to the city and housed them directly. By my calculations, students occupy 7 to 8% of Bellingham’s housing units, mostly at the entry level. More on that later.

I have no idea what low hanging fruit there might be in the county. Anyone? 
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        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 02, 2020
				
		        	I think we should not shy away from direct efforts to provide low and moderate income housing, including:

(1) Subsidized public housing

(2) Rent subsidies

(3) Zoning policies that requires some non-trivial amount of affordable housing as defined by some actually useful household income or wage statistics.

(4) Local rent control  and rent control boards outside of what is not outlawed at the state level (if that is possible).

(5) Vacancy taxes to decrease speculation

We can’t expect our community to overthrow capitalism, real estate speculation or create ‘living wage’ employment. But leaving house and apartent pricing  to the ‘efficiencies of the market’ will probably result in Seattle or Bay Area type housing markets very soon.   Because housing is a significant ‘asset class’ in the world economy, housing markets don’t neccessarily stop rampant unemployment, low wage employment, homelessness, cyclic booms and busts, etc.  I have written a couple of posts on the phenomena of housing vacancy and ‘ghost ownership’ or corporate ownership of property across urban America:

http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/who-owns-real-estate-now.html
http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/rental-vacancy-rates-across-america.html

I have verified that we do have substantial out of state (LLC,LP) ownership of property in Bellingham and Whatcom County. Personally, I don’t see how we can provide any counter  to speculation, vacancy, rampant appreciation without the city or county investing in property dedicated to housing and using legislation to influence housing markets. In July, I looked at understanding mean wages and housing prices from Census Data. Obviously, home ownership is more and more out of reach for youth in a county like ours with rapidly appreciating home prices:

https://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2019/07/your-servile-young-life-in-rapidly.html

It is potentially worrisome that currently we are seeing high prices accompanied by very low interest rates.  We are currently at very low interest rates in a housing recovery that has been strong for some time; some say much longer and stronger than other recoveries. The Census has fourth quarter vacancy (rental and housing) and prices out of as of January 30:

2020: https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/files/currenthvspress.pdf  

https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/index.html

Deputy Chief Economist at Freddie Mac Len Kiefer produces a lot of interesting graphics from FRED and Census data on housing trends.  For example, charts like this: http://lenkiefer.com/2019/06/16/charting-the-housing-expansion-with-r/  or this https://twitter.com/lenkiefer/status/1223274438298341378/photo/1 .
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        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	Ryan,

Do you have figures on how many properties are owned by foreign corporations like Questor (British company buying up mobile home parks),  and Blackstone (British company buying up land who built the NbyNW “student housing” on Lincoln St)?

And is there a way to find how much property in Sehome is owned and operated by Hammer?   I’d like to see a comprehensive report on “Who Owns Bellingham”.    They are trying to blame us old folks who live in the SFZ in a modest house and don’t own anything else,  for the affordability problem.    And I know that getting rid of single family zoning will only lead to more commodifcation and absentee landlordism.    The vacant housing/building tax is a great idea.
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        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	I am not able to get a current property database from the County. I submitted an affadavit that I would not use it database for commercial reasons but that wasn’t enough.  I only can give you answers for the 2017 data which is old.  But such information is easy to come by if I had an up to date database. It looked like I would need an attorney to get the data and I haven’t decided to do that yet.
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        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 17, 2020
				
		        	Wow Ryan,   why would you need to get an attorney for a publicly provided database?    I could understand paying for the copying fees,  but that should still be available to a citizen taxpayer.    We have a Sehome meeting next Tuesday the 25th,  and that info would be useful,   as Hammer Prop is running for the board election.   I would like to present to the group that this is not appropriate for a neighborhood association to have a board member that doesn’t live in the ‘hood,  but who owns maybe 50% ot it that will be rented out to a generation that will never own their own property.   It seems to me the purpose of neighborhood associations are to represent residents and small single-owned businesses,   not monopolies.
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        	Ryan Knowlton        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	The problem is quite simple. We have several times the amount of people moving here as we have new housing units, and this has been happening for a DECADE or more. About 29% OF OUR POPULATION are students between WWU, WCC, and BTC, which alone puts a huge demand on housing. What happens to the market when then is high demand and no supply? Prices go through the roof, and then our property taxes are valued at these prices….it’s a perpetual means to higher and higher home prices and taxes. We’re only 20% behind Seattle on housing cost index, yet wages are just above HALF of that of Seattle. 

I have to dissagree, I do not feel like subsidized housing is the key. Taking our tax dollars and using them to subsidize housing will just make things worse. The “empty middle” is very real in Bellingham. Look at the census results. You’ve got poor, you’ve got students, you’ve got a sprinkling of a few % of middle class, and then you’ve got the rich. This is continuing to worsen, higher paying positions of $60K-$70K are going unfilled due to no “affordable housing”, and middle class families are getting smart and leaving to places where the income/housing cost ratios are better. The wait list for Section 8 housing is enormous, last I heard there was a wait list for the wait list. Out of state/country investors are taking advantage of the situation and purchasing single family homes and transforming them into student flop houses….it’s literally a cancer that is spreading up the street in the single family neighboorhood I currently reside in. Existing homeowners that got in before the huge rise in prices now face huge property tax increases, some exceeding what their mortgage payments once were. And then, the rich implants keep coming, but all want to be the last one in and close the door on everyone else by pushing NIMBY policies that only further rot an already awful housing situation.

I view this place with a Titanic movie like statement. Residents: “Only the top 13% of income earners in Bellingham can afford the average listed home price in Bellingham”.  Bellingham/Mega Landlords respond: ” The better 13%.....”.

Sadly, I think the people and situations above have a chokehold on Bellingham and it’s housing situation is too far gone to save. We’re going to see the continued hollowing out of the middle class and concentration of the remaining few die-hards into Section-8 and tiny over priced apartments, worsening traffic as more people have to commute from further away to work the remaining jobs, and the continued losses of small businesses facing increases in rents, taxes, and lack of skilled employees.  
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        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	Ryan, one clarification about property taxes - Property taxes on homes do not go up because home prices go up. Do not overlook Equalization that the County Assessor applies annually. The taxes on one’s home might go up when taxing authorities increase the annual revenue to be equalized and the tax base doesn’t keep up. Also when voters approve tax measures. Also when one’s home increases in value relative to other homes. Also when residential property values increase relative to commecial and industrial values (a tax shift onto homeowners and their tenants and tax relief for nonresidential property owners).  I’m probably forgetting a couple other variables. 

I do not agree with everything in you post, and I don’t share your pessimism that the housing situation is too far gone to save. The problem is not simple. It will take a while, but decommidification of a least half of all homes will result in homes that can stay affordable permanently for the wide range of incomes that we have and will have.

Thanks for adding to the dialogue. 
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					Stop the presses! Herald reasonably accurate!

					By John Servais • On Jun 26, 2003

					
					For the record, the Herald today reported on yesterday’s story below. Reasonably accurate, if they did leave out some important information.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					A stand must be taken to protect water quality

					By John Servais • On Jun 25, 2003

					
					Posted here because the Bellingham Herald has now ignored this for two days. Of very high importance to Bellingham - and with significant developments.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					There are a few outstanding news web sites

					By John Servais • On Jun 24, 2003

					
					that provide national and international news that is most important and not always available. One site is truthout and it depends on visitor donations to continue. No ads, no popups, no commercial spo

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The system does not work when there are no checks on state agencies

					By John Servais • On Jun 13, 2003

					
					St. Joe’s Hospital will probably be facing fines for venting toxic gas into the construction area of their new addition. Our Bellingham Herald has not reported a bit of this. Rumor has it that one or

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Candidate listings were updated this morn

					By John Servais • On Jun 05, 2003

					
					If you have info on candidates or possible candidates, send it in. The list to the right will be maintained through the election. We gripe about the actions of elected representatives - well, here is

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					This site will be quiet for a week

					By John Servais • On May 28, 2003

					
					as I will be out of town. Upon return, my first interest will be updating the candidate listings in the right-hand column. If you have info on a candidate - or a person considering running - then plea

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Two basic political concepts were trashed last night

					By John Servais • On May 20, 2003

					
					The Bellingham city council passed the Public Facilities District (PFD) agreement last night. What was passed was 100% what the mayor, last September, told the PFD board to propose. They obeyed. The b

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Thank you for visiting Whiner Net

					By John Servais • On May 19, 2003

					
					Welcome back. I thank you for visiting Whiner Net - as it is called around Bellingham City Hall. Even the mayor has endorsed that name in our local government corridors. Seems they check the site ofte

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Brett Bonner has announced

					By John Servais • On May 15, 2003

					
					he will run for Mayor of Bellingham. He has resigned his news job at a local radio station. At the end of his last broadcast this morning, the station ran his paid political ad. There will be a cam

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					False rumor; fiscal responsibility

					By John Servais • On May 14, 2003

					
					One rumor proved false. Scott Walker will not run for mayor. He had heard the rumor also.

Not rumor is the fact that Port Commissioner Ginny Benton and her husband declared bankruptcy in Novemb

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					City Council support for Clean Water Alliance

					By John Servais • On May 13, 2003

					
					The Bellingham City Council last night voted 5-2 to support the Clean Water Alliance legal action against Whatcom County’s designation of Sudden Valley as an Urban Growth Area (UGA). Grant Deger and B

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Web site to check out

					By John Servais • On May 12, 2003

					
					Waterfront Futures for Bellingham - nothing here. This is one of those processes t

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Very first PFD meeting finally scheduled

					By John Servais • On May 12, 2003

					
					The Bellingham City Council will finally hold its very first public hearing of the Public Facilities District (PFD) proposals next Monday, May 19, 7 pm at city hall. Really - the

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					I don’t have the resources the Herald has, and yet . . .

					By John Servais • On May 09, 2003

					
					The Bham Herald admits sitting on - covering up - for months the headline story today about developer Rick Westerop being a Canadian felon and being barred from entry into the US. This was one of the

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					I know, it is not local stuff,

					By John Servais • On May 05, 2003

					
					but too much fun to resist. Local coming - with a bang.

The Dixie Chicks played to their third sellout crowd last night. One person stood outside with a protest sign. One. A search of Google Ne

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					It is so sad to see the how small and vindictive

					By John Servais • On May 04, 2003

					
					our government can be. Fox news isn’t telling you about how the US military will not allow a Belgium plane to fly to Iraq with medical equipment and medicines. Why? Oh, come on. Because Belgium oppose

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Tis time to focus on local issues

					By John Servais • On May 01, 2003

					
					Elections this fall could bring positive change to Whatcom County and Bellingham. In particular, we need a new Mayor and we need a new Port Commissioner. The challenge is not convincing the voters

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The distortions continue

					By John Servais • On Apr 30, 2003

					
					The American media are reporting the basics of the massacre of unarmed Iraqi civilians by our US Army two days ago. Finally. But they are using the lowest reported numbers - not the higher and more re

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Casualty reports were fabricated by the US military

					By John Servais • On Apr 29, 2003

					
					and the US news media cooperated in the big lie. As the war ended around mid April, the truth was revealed but you probably did not read it anywhere.. About April 9, the US wounded was listed a

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					What should we, who opposed the war, now think or feel?

					By John Servais • On Apr 09, 2003

					
					I can write for myself.

We have liberated Iraq. Now we should work to allow them to rule themselves. We should turn their country over to them quickly. We don’t have to teach them anything. 

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Local news first today

					By John Servais • On Apr 08, 2003

					
					Reliable rumor has it that local radio news guy, Brett Bonner, might run for mayor of Bellingham. If he does, then Mayor Mark is in deep trouble with his reelection bid. Brett knows the local i

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					I’m splitting up the contents of this blog

					By John Servais • On Apr 06, 2003

					
					between local and national. Today, Local is down a bit.

Huge battle for Baghdad airport raging right now - yet our American “news” media are not reporting it. Our forces have been driven back f

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					War; anti-Canadian flyers, not geese

					By John Servais • On Apr 03, 2003

					
					War. The rescue of Jessica was a very slick operation. Now we learn that she fought as a true soldier before her capture. This highly technical operation is what we do so well. We applaud the rescuers

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Peace Events this week:

					By John Servais • On Apr 02, 2003

					
					Fools for Peace: April 1 - Tuesday. Beginning at 4pm in Maritime Heritage Park. General foolishness. Costumes encouraged: Be Bush or a general, or Commander Wrongway Peachfuzz or whatever strik

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					At the Bellis Faire parking lot,

					By John Servais • On Apr 02, 2003

					
					flyers are being put on windshields of cars with Canadian license plates that read: “We in America are disappointed in Canadians and your government. You are not welcome in America. Go back where you

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The Bellingham Herald has been sold

					By John Servais • On Apr 01, 2003

					
					to a group of local investors in Bellingham. Gannett Corporation will hold a press conference this afternoon in Alexandria, Virginia - Gannett headquarters - to announce this. The reason is unsure, bu

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Freedom of the Press?

					By John Servais • On Mar 31, 2003

					
					Our right to learn from different points of view what is happening? That is typically thrown out the window in war time and Americans are fed the official ‘rah rah we are winning and they are sneaky i

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Truthful war coverage by American Corporate media?

					By John Servais • On Mar 28, 2003

					
					Hardly. We went two days without any casualty reports. Even now, they report “killed” American soldiers, but not the total wounded. A person with a life-crippling wound is worthy of all our concern an

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Season’s Greetings

					By John Servais • On Dec 24, 2002

					
					Our annual holiday greetings to readers

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Herald Distorts Facts In Favor Of Developer

					By John Servais • On Oct 20, 1996

					
					Chuckanut Ridge will not have 14.5 homes per acre, as reported by the Herald today.  With Facts Wrong, Discussion Is Skewed.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Election results post - Sep 19, 1995

					By John Servais • On Sep 19, 1995

					
					Northwest Citizen started in 1995.  This may be the first post - but obviously it started sooner, per witness the political campaign sites.
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