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		300+ New Units, Zero Affordability

		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
		
		By Jane Bright •  Jan 31, 2020 • Topics: Bellingham, 


		
		
		




Another big housing development has been proposed for Bellingham. The good news is that this one is in the Samish Way Urban Village. The bad news is that like the 70-plus unit developments in process in Fairhaven and across from the Bellwether, all units in all three developments are “market priced.” In other words, no affordable units are being added to over 300 privately developed units, all built in high-density zoned areas


 So, let’s revisit the conviction that simply increasing density will solve the housing shortage and cause social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. While all levels of housing are needed, the track record with private development shows not only the complexity of housing economics but that the obstacles and challenges to build affordable units extend beyond zoning. Just look at all the building projects in Bellingham, particularly North Bellingham, and you’ll see a sameness to the structures, be they apartments or townhouses or single-family developments. Sameness is efficient, cost effective and profitable. 


 There are many causes of our housing situation, including the Great Recession when construction and turnover of “starter” homes virtually stopped. Also, the federal government got out of warehousing people in both “mental institutions” and housing projects, aka slums, without replacing either the beds or mental health services. Bellingham’s housing needs are further magnified by a large, transient student population that competes for affordable housing with permanent residents, while at the same time, some of our elders hold onto homes only because “aging in place” options don’t exist. 


 Then there is the housing-wage gap, a problem shared across the country. In Bellingham, 16% of the homeless have jobs but still can’t afford a place to live. And many areas of the country have much lower housing costs, such as Grand Rapids’ where the median home value is $164,500 vs. Bellingham’s $443,000. Nor is our growth the cause of the wage gap. Maine has an affordability shortage like we do, but our population grew 11.4% vs. the entire state of Maine, at 0.8% since 2010. 


 The causes of a lack of affordable housing are many and complicated. So are the solutions, and I applaud Kulshan Community Land Trust, Habitat for Humanity and the City of Bellingham for their accomplishments thus far in creating affordable housing. But wouldn’t it be more effective if private builders were also part of the solution? The city has looked at requiring every new development to include a percentage of affordable units, but hasn’t yet found either the sweet spot to keep builders building and/or the political will to try. 


 Let’s try again, with the goal of high-density urban villages requiring affordable units, family sized units, and aging-in-place options in every development. Yes, the feds, state and non-profits have a role, but for-profit developers do a significant amount of the building, and many of them live in our community. Let’s get them involved to find the right carrots and sticks to ensure that affordable units are part of their plans.
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			 Currently President of South Hill Neighborhood Association, which is 44% multifamily units, Jane is active in several Whatcom community groups. Following a career as a Human Resources executive for The Gillette [...]
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Comments by Readers


	   
      


		
        
        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Well said, Jane Bright on Northwest Citizen! What you said cannot be repeated often enough: Simply increasing density by creating, granting, and giving away the “permission to build” to those who already own property here will not solve our housing shortage nor lead to social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. Not unless we add mechanisms that create more affordability than the current, prevailing real estate industry is geared to deliver.

The real estate industry’s numbers prove that our county has way more market-priced homes (apartments are homes, too) than we have people and households who can afford those homes. And we have way too few homes compared to the number of us who need something less expensive than market rate. Over half of us who work here spend an unaffordable amount per month for our home’s rent or mortgage plus basic utilities. (Unaffordable being defined as more than 30 percent of gross income per month)


Rather than expecting zoning changes, city codes, and incentives to somehow convince for-profit businesses and their bankers to change their stripes and offer homes for less than the market will bear, it would be more productive for cities, the county, and the port to concentrate on what it takes to create permanently affordable homes for the widest possible range of incomes among those of us who live and work here.

Here’s where I’d like to see our public agencies and private sector partners working together: Owner occupancy is better than absentee investor ownership. Community land trust affordable homeownership is superior to unaffordable rental tenancy. Home co-op ownership is better than tenants with no ownership interests. Permanently affordable homes are better than temporarily affordable homes. Shared equity is better than no equity shared. Limited equity sharing and a reasonably healthy rate of return are better than hoping for a windfall.

Can we flip the dominant culture that mistakenly believes that homes must always be seen as investments instead of homes being a place to sleep safely at night, ideally at a price you can afford? For at least half of all homes?

I think I might be OK with half of all homes being investments that offer an upside capital gain of whatever the market will bear as long as the other half of all homes (eventually) are permanently affordable for the widest possible range of incomes. About half of us can afford market-priced homes, but the other half of us with incomes less than the median need homes that are less expensive per month than any of the free market homes here.

Can we aim for what we really need? We need fifty percent or more of all homes to be permanently affordable for the half of us who have incomes less than the median. Could happen! Maybe in 50 years or less. Why not Whatcom?



	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	New home buyers are frequently coming from other, higher priced urban areas. If they bring wealth with them, then the market prices will match their demand. But that doesn’t mean local  wages here will rise. On the other hand, there are a lot of coastal CA cities like this: retirees, surfers, students with tourism, health, education, retail as the driving economic industries. You can say we are becoming quite upper middle class.  We could do worse. I used to think lack of well paying careers was a terrible flaw. I am not so sure anymore.  Is gentrification  evil? Is it the best we can do?  Probably no to both.  “Housing equality and affordability”  are goals worth pursuing  however not because we might achieve them but simply because we are better as a community for making the attempt. And that is important.
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        	Satpal Sidhu        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Yes our long term policies ought to reflect the needs of people below the median income today and in future. But such shift in public policy paradigm shift and their impact on the gorund takes decades. We need ideas and solutions for making an impact under 5 years! I am seeking input from all stakeholders in the housing equation to make a difference on the ground. Mayor Seth Fleetwood has suggested a Housing Summit in next few months and some consensus for County and COB and all other cities to engage in short terms solutions / public private partnerships ideas.
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        	Jane Bright        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	I am very pleased to see this conversation and thank you all for jumping in. As to County Exec Sidhu’s under 5 year goal, I agree totally. The sooner the better.

For the city of Bellingham, the low hanging fruit is student housing. I’ll write more on this soon, but if the private market has figured out how to make money on student housing, the State should be able to find a way to increase on campus density and build housing that works for today’s students, increases their safety compared to some of the fire traps now in use and help with student and their and their families’ finances. WWU is very proactive in providing students guidance on how to navigate the housing shortage, but I think it would be even better if the State stopped outsourcing student housing to the city and housed them directly. By my calculations, students occupy 7 to 8% of Bellingham’s housing units, mostly at the entry level. More on that later.

I have no idea what low hanging fruit there might be in the county. Anyone? 

	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 02, 2020
				
		        	I think we should not shy away from direct efforts to provide low and moderate income housing, including:

(1) Subsidized public housing

(2) Rent subsidies

(3) Zoning policies that requires some non-trivial amount of affordable housing as defined by some actually useful household income or wage statistics.

(4) Local rent control  and rent control boards outside of what is not outlawed at the state level (if that is possible).

(5) Vacancy taxes to decrease speculation

We can’t expect our community to overthrow capitalism, real estate speculation or create ‘living wage’ employment. But leaving house and apartent pricing  to the ‘efficiencies of the market’ will probably result in Seattle or Bay Area type housing markets very soon.   Because housing is a significant ‘asset class’ in the world economy, housing markets don’t neccessarily stop rampant unemployment, low wage employment, homelessness, cyclic booms and busts, etc.  I have written a couple of posts on the phenomena of housing vacancy and ‘ghost ownership’ or corporate ownership of property across urban America:

http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/who-owns-real-estate-now.html
http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/rental-vacancy-rates-across-america.html

I have verified that we do have substantial out of state (LLC,LP) ownership of property in Bellingham and Whatcom County. Personally, I don’t see how we can provide any counter  to speculation, vacancy, rampant appreciation without the city or county investing in property dedicated to housing and using legislation to influence housing markets. In July, I looked at understanding mean wages and housing prices from Census Data. Obviously, home ownership is more and more out of reach for youth in a county like ours with rapidly appreciating home prices:

https://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2019/07/your-servile-young-life-in-rapidly.html

It is potentially worrisome that currently we are seeing high prices accompanied by very low interest rates.  We are currently at very low interest rates in a housing recovery that has been strong for some time; some say much longer and stronger than other recoveries. The Census has fourth quarter vacancy (rental and housing) and prices out of as of January 30:

2020: https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/files/currenthvspress.pdf  

https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/index.html

Deputy Chief Economist at Freddie Mac Len Kiefer produces a lot of interesting graphics from FRED and Census data on housing trends.  For example, charts like this: http://lenkiefer.com/2019/06/16/charting-the-housing-expansion-with-r/  or this https://twitter.com/lenkiefer/status/1223274438298341378/photo/1 .
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        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	Ryan,

Do you have figures on how many properties are owned by foreign corporations like Questor (British company buying up mobile home parks),  and Blackstone (British company buying up land who built the NbyNW “student housing” on Lincoln St)?

And is there a way to find how much property in Sehome is owned and operated by Hammer?   I’d like to see a comprehensive report on “Who Owns Bellingham”.    They are trying to blame us old folks who live in the SFZ in a modest house and don’t own anything else,  for the affordability problem.    And I know that getting rid of single family zoning will only lead to more commodifcation and absentee landlordism.    The vacant housing/building tax is a great idea.
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        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	I am not able to get a current property database from the County. I submitted an affadavit that I would not use it database for commercial reasons but that wasn’t enough.  I only can give you answers for the 2017 data which is old.  But such information is easy to come by if I had an up to date database. It looked like I would need an attorney to get the data and I haven’t decided to do that yet.
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        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 17, 2020
				
		        	Wow Ryan,   why would you need to get an attorney for a publicly provided database?    I could understand paying for the copying fees,  but that should still be available to a citizen taxpayer.    We have a Sehome meeting next Tuesday the 25th,  and that info would be useful,   as Hammer Prop is running for the board election.   I would like to present to the group that this is not appropriate for a neighborhood association to have a board member that doesn’t live in the ‘hood,  but who owns maybe 50% ot it that will be rented out to a generation that will never own their own property.   It seems to me the purpose of neighborhood associations are to represent residents and small single-owned businesses,   not monopolies.
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        	Ryan Knowlton        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	The problem is quite simple. We have several times the amount of people moving here as we have new housing units, and this has been happening for a DECADE or more. About 29% OF OUR POPULATION are students between WWU, WCC, and BTC, which alone puts a huge demand on housing. What happens to the market when then is high demand and no supply? Prices go through the roof, and then our property taxes are valued at these prices….it’s a perpetual means to higher and higher home prices and taxes. We’re only 20% behind Seattle on housing cost index, yet wages are just above HALF of that of Seattle. 

I have to dissagree, I do not feel like subsidized housing is the key. Taking our tax dollars and using them to subsidize housing will just make things worse. The “empty middle” is very real in Bellingham. Look at the census results. You’ve got poor, you’ve got students, you’ve got a sprinkling of a few % of middle class, and then you’ve got the rich. This is continuing to worsen, higher paying positions of $60K-$70K are going unfilled due to no “affordable housing”, and middle class families are getting smart and leaving to places where the income/housing cost ratios are better. The wait list for Section 8 housing is enormous, last I heard there was a wait list for the wait list. Out of state/country investors are taking advantage of the situation and purchasing single family homes and transforming them into student flop houses….it’s literally a cancer that is spreading up the street in the single family neighboorhood I currently reside in. Existing homeowners that got in before the huge rise in prices now face huge property tax increases, some exceeding what their mortgage payments once were. And then, the rich implants keep coming, but all want to be the last one in and close the door on everyone else by pushing NIMBY policies that only further rot an already awful housing situation.

I view this place with a Titanic movie like statement. Residents: “Only the top 13% of income earners in Bellingham can afford the average listed home price in Bellingham”.  Bellingham/Mega Landlords respond: ” The better 13%.....”.

Sadly, I think the people and situations above have a chokehold on Bellingham and it’s housing situation is too far gone to save. We’re going to see the continued hollowing out of the middle class and concentration of the remaining few die-hards into Section-8 and tiny over priced apartments, worsening traffic as more people have to commute from further away to work the remaining jobs, and the continued losses of small businesses facing increases in rents, taxes, and lack of skilled employees.  
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        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	Ryan, one clarification about property taxes - Property taxes on homes do not go up because home prices go up. Do not overlook Equalization that the County Assessor applies annually. The taxes on one’s home might go up when taxing authorities increase the annual revenue to be equalized and the tax base doesn’t keep up. Also when voters approve tax measures. Also when one’s home increases in value relative to other homes. Also when residential property values increase relative to commecial and industrial values (a tax shift onto homeowners and their tenants and tax relief for nonresidential property owners).  I’m probably forgetting a couple other variables. 

I do not agree with everything in you post, and I don’t share your pessimism that the housing situation is too far gone to save. The problem is not simple. It will take a while, but decommidification of a least half of all homes will result in homes that can stay affordable permanently for the wide range of incomes that we have and will have.

Thanks for adding to the dialogue. 
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					5 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Memorial Day 2021

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 30, 2021

					
					A day to remember the US service men and women who have passed away.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Bellingham Municipal Court Judge Lev Sues the City

					By John Servais • On May 28, 2021

					
					Debra Lev, Bellingham’s municipal court judge, is suing Mayor Seth Fleetwood and the city

	
					
					7 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Your Chance NOW to Weigh In on the CityView Private Dormitory Development

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 27, 2021

					
					City staff report outlines “issues” with megalithic CityView complex. You have a chance to comment.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					An Anniversary…or an End Date?

					By Guest Writer • On May 23, 2021

					
					Douglas Gustafson guest writes. Our two tiny home villages, and the possibility of a third, are in jeopardy. Do we need them?

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Heron Colony Still Vulnerable to Development

					By John Servais • On May 19, 2021

					
					Despite willing property sellers, and Fleetwood’s campaign promises, and the unanimous Greenways Committee vote …. sigh.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Census: Protecting Privacy versus Creating Useless Data

					By David A. Swanson • On May 18, 2021

					
					“Differential Privacy:” A statistical adjustment system that may render 2020 census population data unusable.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Why Participate?

					By Jon Humphrey • On May 17, 2021

					
					An essay on climate change, millennials’ concerns, and large corporations and governments complacently stealing our kids futures.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					WAVEing at Problems on the BAG

					By Jon Humphrey • On May 11, 2021

					
					BAG - the Bellingham city hall  Broadband Advisory Group is stacked in favor of mega corporations and against local public Internet service.

	
					
					12 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					State Defines “Family,” Bellingham’s Got It Wrong

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 10, 2021

					
					New state legislation will cause cascade of changes to Bellingham’s codes

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					CityView Lives!

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 10, 2021

					
					CityView, the project that will not die, will soon be subject to scrutiny during an extraordinary meeting of  the Planning Commission.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Variant Virus Strains Hit the County

					By Michael Riordan • On May 08, 2021

					
					The more contagious and possibly more deadly B.1.1.7 and P.1 coronavirus strains appear to be leaking down into Whatcom County from British Columbia.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Mayor Is Asked To Preserve Trail

					By John Servais • On Apr 30, 2021

					
					Daniel Kirkpatrick writes Mayor Fleetwood requesting he veto the council vacation of a street with a walking trail.

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Affordable Housing Arrives At Bellingham’s Waterfront?

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 27, 2021

					
					Ugly and expensive. That is what we have brought to the Waterfront.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Dead Or Alive?   Schrödinger’s Public Banking Bill

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 18, 2021

					
					SB 5188 to establish a Washington state Financial Cooperative is in an uncertain state in the legislature

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Boulevard Park And Infrastructure: Another COB Missed Opportunity

					By Jon Humphrey • On Apr 05, 2021

					
					Broken promises, bad administration, and still NO access to our publicly-owned resources

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					State Public Banking (Cooperative) Bill - Update on House Actions

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 28, 2021

					
					Washington moves ever closer to public banking for the good of its citizens and the fiscal health of the state.

	
					
					8 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					COB: Go Ahead, Discuss All You Want…

					By Jon Humphrey • On Mar 23, 2021

					
					The advantage of an “advisory” group, (as in Broadband Advisory Group,) is that you don’t have to listen to them.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Battle for Bellingham’s Tiny Homes

					By Guest Writer • On Mar 20, 2021

					
					Doug Gustafson offers a point/counterpoint account of opposing strategies for tiny homes

	
					
					27 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					 A Variant Virus Outbreak in Whatcom County?

					By Michael Riordan • On Mar 12, 2021

					
					Fourteen February cases of the B.1.1.7 variant coronavirus strain suggest that it is beginning to surge in the county.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					State Public Banking (Cooperative) Bill Moves To The House

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 07, 2021

					
					After clearing the Senate, Washington’s bill to create a public banking cooperative advances to the Democratically controlled House.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Masked Resistance

					By Riley Sweeney • On Mar 05, 2021

					
					Riley shares some thoughts, concerns, and observations on the uncommon phenomenon of mask-wearing during this pandemic. 

	
					
					7 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Importance of Our Public Fiber Optic Infrastructure

					By Guest Writer • On Mar 03, 2021

					
					Atul Deshmane guest writes and provides us with a resume of the internet infrastructure issues now being discussed in Bellingham

	
					
					7 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					‘Public Banking Bill’ Voted Out Of Ways and Means Committee

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 02, 2021

					
					Part of a series of articles on the progress of a public banking cooperative in Washington.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					After worker victories, The Bellingham Herald’s union is in place

					By Ralph Schwartz • On Mar 02, 2021

					
					With a recent dispute between the newspaper’s reporters and management over, the real work can begin.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Emergency Management

					By Guest Writer • On Feb 27, 2021

					
					Garrett O’Brien guest writes about how Bellingham can learn from successful programs for the homeless elsewhere and would do well to abandon ineffectual approaches.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Reality Of Zoom And Citizen Participation

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 21, 2021

					
					City council and planning commission meetings were poor arrangements to begin with, and with Zoom it is very much worse.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Secretary of Department of Corrections

					By Letter Writer • On Feb 20, 2021

					
					Irene Morgan writes a public letter to Governor Inslee about a new director of prisons

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Public Banking For The State of Washington Inching Along

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 13, 2021

					
					A substitute bill for the original SB 5188 was accepted and moved to the Ways and Means Committee for further consideration.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Ranked-Choice Voting – Let’s Keep It Moving

					By Stoney Bird • On Feb 12, 2021

					
					Current legislation, moving forward in Olympia, would permit localities to adopt ranked-choice voting as an upgrade to their currently mandated top-two system.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Cruising And Tourism: Wretched Excess

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 10, 2021

					
					The monumental, pre-COVID levels of cruise ships and world tourism were not sustainable.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Political Pretzel Logic without Cognitive Dissonance

					By Guest Writer • On Feb 09, 2021

					
					Ray Kamada guest writes on how to have your cake and eat it too.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					COB Puts The BAG In A Box

					By Jon Humphrey • On Feb 07, 2021

					
					The city has instituted unnecessary restrictions on the Broadband Advisory Group’s discussion and outside input.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Internet home service and Olympia lawmakers

					By Letter Writer • On Feb 01, 2021

					
					Brian Martel on the issue of Internet broadband service to our homes and pending bills in Olympia.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Task Force Slams Bellingham City Hall

					By John Servais • On Jan 31, 2021

					
					The Whatcom Human Rights Task Force has sent an open letter to the Community regarding the sweep of Camp 210.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Bellingham Sweep of Homeless Camp

					By Letter Writer • On Jan 30, 2021

					
					Marii Herlinger writes on this past Thursday’s clearing of the homeless camp by city hall.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Public Banking Bill Gets A Warmer Reception In Olympia

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jan 30, 2021

					
					For the first time in a decade a hearing on a public banking bill found more supporters than detractors.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					City Hall homeless camp cleared out a day early

					By John Servais • On Jan 28, 2021

					
					Bellingham started clearing 24 hours earlier than announced days ago.  Antifa has showed up in numbers to provoke.  Heavy police presence

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					State’s Telecom Standards Full of Loopholes

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jan 27, 2021

					
					Regulatory standards in SB-5511 offer nothing but give the appearance of doing something.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Planned Roberts Bank Terminal Threatens Orcas

					By Michael Riordan • On Jan 26, 2021

					
					New Roberts Bank container-ship terminal proposed by the Port of Vancouver would generate additional vessel traffic that will impact endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					City Hall Clutches its Pearls

					By John Servais • On Jan 26, 2021

					
					Mayor Fleetwood and outgoing council members could not handle the truth at last night’s Bellingham City Council meeting. Homeless people and their advocates spoke truth to power.

	
					
					25 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Will City Double-Down to Kill Public Trail?

					By Tip Johnson • On Jan 24, 2021

					
					Tip Johnson makes the case that the City’s cozy relations with developers and its neighborhoods-be-damned attitude is costing us all.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					New Public Banking Bill Introduced in Olympia - Hearing On January 28th

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jan 21, 2021

					
					A public bank in Washington is sorely needed for infrastructure projects and more especially with COVID-19 and the resultant severe economic downturn.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Satpal on Insurrection

					By Guest Writer • On Jan 14, 2021

					
					Satpal Sidhu, our Whatcom County Executive, writes us a statement in response to attack on Capitol

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Gene Knutson to Retire from Bellingham Council

					By John Servais • On Jan 12, 2021

					
					Gene Knutson today announced he will not run for reelection this year and is retiring from the Bellingham City Council.

	
					
					8 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					McClatchy seeks to break up union that includes Bellingham Herald staff

					By Ralph Schwartz • On Jan 11, 2021

					
					While McClatchy appears ready to accept unionization among the Herald’s content creators, it would be on their terms.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Culture Wars

					By Letter Writer • On Jan 10, 2021

					
					Mark Ashworth writes about Trump and our current national situation.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Yes, Now You Know - An Open Letter To Congress

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jan 08, 2021

					
					There are no excuses remaining.

	
					
					13 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Same Door - Six Hours Apart

					By John Servais • On Jan 07, 2021

					
					Two photos of the same door, one taken about 2 p.m., the other six hours later at about 8 p.m., on Wednesday, January 6, 2021.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Fix is in the BAG

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jan 07, 2021

					
					Public Works Director, Eric Johnston and Council Member Michael Lilliquist hand-picked their “perfect members” to determine our internet future.

	
					
					14 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Need to Shift Housing Policy

					By Guest Writer • On Jan 05, 2021

					
					Garrett O’Brien guest writes how a shift in housing policies is needed to avoid an escalation of our housing crisis.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					2021 And Public Banking - What To Look For

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jan 03, 2021

					
					Frozen resistance in some quarters against public banking may find a thaw in 2021.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Unanswered Questions From Oil Train Wreck at Custer

					By John Servais • On Dec 29, 2020

					
					Something is amiss regarding the BNSF oil-train wreck in Custer on Dec 22, 2020. Why, after a week, are there no answers and a cause?

	
					
					11 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					“Culture of Fear” at Western

					By Tip Johnson • On Dec 29, 2020

					
					WWU, Western Washington University has a “Culture of Fear”.  No, NW Citizen is not saying that - the Seattle Times is.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Pandemic Continues To Hit Military Veterans Hard

					By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 23, 2020

					
					Even as our military veterans are dying at twice the rate of the general population, plans are being made to provide vaccinations through the Department of Veterans Affairs.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					‘Now we will have a voice’—Bellingham Herald’s newsroom joins union

					By Ralph Schwartz • On Dec 22, 2020

					
					After a takeover by a hedge fund with a history of decimating newspapers, The Bellingham Herald’s news staff is taking a stand.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Is Public Safety Facing a Crisis…or an Opportunity?

					By Jane Bright • On Dec 20, 2020

					
					COVID changed everything; let’s make policing better for everyone.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Lilliquist Tries to Change the Past

					By Jon Humphrey • On Dec 19, 2020

					
					Councilman Lilliquist tries to rewrite history in Bellingham’s war over internet fiber.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Great Conjunction

					By Deb Gaber • On Dec 15, 2020

					
					A conjunction occurs when two astronomical objects appear to line up. A great conjunction is when that happens with Jupiter and Saturn.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					One Year Later

					By Guest Writer • On Dec 13, 2020

					
					Olivia Hobson gives  us a reprise of the last year under COVID-19 from the point of view of a WWU student.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Thanksgiving Surge: How Fared Whatcom County?

					By David A. Swanson • On Dec 12, 2020

					
					Whatcom county - and Benton County - did better than expected in terms of the  Covid-19 Post Thanksgiving surge

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Comcast Rate Hike: Getting Less for More

					By Jon Humphrey • On Dec 11, 2020

					
					Comcast inflicts $3/mo rate hike, data caps, and overage fees

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Face of the Planning Commission on January 1st

					By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 08, 2020

					
					Current flux in the composition of the Planning Commission means the group is overloaded with development-oriented members.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Douglas Avenue Trail

					By Guest Writer • On Dec 02, 2020

					
					Daniel Kirkpatrick guest writes how he, with encouragement in 1994 from the city of Bellingham, organized dozens of Happy Valley residents to build a trail on a city right of way.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Dirty Deal at Douglas and 21st

					By Tip Johnson • On Dec 02, 2020

					
					Proposed Elimination of the Douglas Avenue Trail

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Nervous About the Vaccines? Don’t Be

					By Deb Gaber • On Nov 28, 2020

					
					A “clinical trials geek” speaks up

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					False Fast Speeds, Bad Connections, & Broken Promises

					By Jon Humphrey • On Nov 24, 2020

					
					How Bellingham Schools fail the poor.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					If Campers Had Housing, They Wouldn’t Be Camping

					By Guest Writer • On Nov 23, 2020

					
					Doug Gustafson guest writes, explaining that Bellingham’s homeless have no place to go. They need shelter now.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					The Big Lie of Republican Environmental Values

					By John Servais • On Nov 21, 2020

					
					Republicans who are silent during this disaster of a transition should be held to account in the next elections: county, state, and national. Here’s one example of their hypocrisy.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Just Dying To See The Family?

					By Dick Conoboy • On Nov 20, 2020

					
					Stay home for the holidays in 2020 so that you and yours will be around for the holidays in 2021

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Shop Local and Shop Early

					By Guest Writer • On Nov 19, 2020

					
					Chuck Robinson provides his knowledgeable perspective on Christmas and Holiday shopping.  We asked Chuck, who is now retired, to write this for all of us.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Drilling Deeper into Whatcom County: Covid-19 & Political Orientation

					By David A. Swanson • On Nov 19, 2020

					
					In the three Whatcom County school districts carried by Trump-Pence the covid-19 infection rate is 1.4 times higher than found in the 4 districts carried by Biden-Harris.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Stop the Lying, Doug

					By Michael Riordan • On Nov 17, 2020

					
					State Senator Doug Ericksen parrots baseless Republican Party claims about non-existent voter fraud in the 2020 presidential elections.

	
					
					8 comments, most recent 3 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Did Trump Help Democrats take the 2020 election in Washington?

					By David A. Swanson • On Nov 15, 2020

					
					As is the case, nationwide, it appears that Trump assisted Democrats in carrying the 2020 presidential and gubernatorial elections in Washington

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 3 years ago
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