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		300+ New Units, Zero Affordability

		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
Can zoning changes and increasing density solve the affordable housing shortage?



		
		
		By Jane Bright •  Jan 31, 2020 • Topics: Bellingham, 


		
		
		




Another big housing development has been proposed for Bellingham. The good news is that this one is in the Samish Way Urban Village. The bad news is that like the 70-plus unit developments in process in Fairhaven and across from the Bellwether, all units in all three developments are “market priced.” In other words, no affordable units are being added to over 300 privately developed units, all built in high-density zoned areas


 So, let’s revisit the conviction that simply increasing density will solve the housing shortage and cause social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. While all levels of housing are needed, the track record with private development shows not only the complexity of housing economics but that the obstacles and challenges to build affordable units extend beyond zoning. Just look at all the building projects in Bellingham, particularly North Bellingham, and you’ll see a sameness to the structures, be they apartments or townhouses or single-family developments. Sameness is efficient, cost effective and profitable. 


 There are many causes of our housing situation, including the Great Recession when construction and turnover of “starter” homes virtually stopped. Also, the federal government got out of warehousing people in both “mental institutions” and housing projects, aka slums, without replacing either the beds or mental health services. Bellingham’s housing needs are further magnified by a large, transient student population that competes for affordable housing with permanent residents, while at the same time, some of our elders hold onto homes only because “aging in place” options don’t exist. 


 Then there is the housing-wage gap, a problem shared across the country. In Bellingham, 16% of the homeless have jobs but still can’t afford a place to live. And many areas of the country have much lower housing costs, such as Grand Rapids’ where the median home value is $164,500 vs. Bellingham’s $443,000. Nor is our growth the cause of the wage gap. Maine has an affordability shortage like we do, but our population grew 11.4% vs. the entire state of Maine, at 0.8% since 2010. 


 The causes of a lack of affordable housing are many and complicated. So are the solutions, and I applaud Kulshan Community Land Trust, Habitat for Humanity and the City of Bellingham for their accomplishments thus far in creating affordable housing. But wouldn’t it be more effective if private builders were also part of the solution? The city has looked at requiring every new development to include a percentage of affordable units, but hasn’t yet found either the sweet spot to keep builders building and/or the political will to try. 


 Let’s try again, with the goal of high-density urban villages requiring affordable units, family sized units, and aging-in-place options in every development. Yes, the feds, state and non-profits have a role, but for-profit developers do a significant amount of the building, and many of them live in our community. Let’s get them involved to find the right carrots and sticks to ensure that affordable units are part of their plans.













		
			
			About Jane Bright

			Citizen Journalist • Member since Jan 14, 2020
									
			
			
			 Currently President of South Hill Neighborhood Association, which is 44% multifamily units, Jane is active in several Whatcom community groups. Following a career as a Human Resources executive for The Gillette [...]
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Comments by Readers


	   
      


		
        
        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Well said, Jane Bright on Northwest Citizen! What you said cannot be repeated often enough: Simply increasing density by creating, granting, and giving away the “permission to build” to those who already own property here will not solve our housing shortage nor lead to social, economic and racial integration in all neighborhoods. Not unless we add mechanisms that create more affordability than the current, prevailing real estate industry is geared to deliver.

The real estate industry’s numbers prove that our county has way more market-priced homes (apartments are homes, too) than we have people and households who can afford those homes. And we have way too few homes compared to the number of us who need something less expensive than market rate. Over half of us who work here spend an unaffordable amount per month for our home’s rent or mortgage plus basic utilities. (Unaffordable being defined as more than 30 percent of gross income per month)


Rather than expecting zoning changes, city codes, and incentives to somehow convince for-profit businesses and their bankers to change their stripes and offer homes for less than the market will bear, it would be more productive for cities, the county, and the port to concentrate on what it takes to create permanently affordable homes for the widest possible range of incomes among those of us who live and work here.

Here’s where I’d like to see our public agencies and private sector partners working together: Owner occupancy is better than absentee investor ownership. Community land trust affordable homeownership is superior to unaffordable rental tenancy. Home co-op ownership is better than tenants with no ownership interests. Permanently affordable homes are better than temporarily affordable homes. Shared equity is better than no equity shared. Limited equity sharing and a reasonably healthy rate of return are better than hoping for a windfall.

Can we flip the dominant culture that mistakenly believes that homes must always be seen as investments instead of homes being a place to sleep safely at night, ideally at a price you can afford? For at least half of all homes?

I think I might be OK with half of all homes being investments that offer an upside capital gain of whatever the market will bear as long as the other half of all homes (eventually) are permanently affordable for the widest possible range of incomes. About half of us can afford market-priced homes, but the other half of us with incomes less than the median need homes that are less expensive per month than any of the free market homes here.

Can we aim for what we really need? We need fifty percent or more of all homes to be permanently affordable for the half of us who have incomes less than the median. Could happen! Maybe in 50 years or less. Why not Whatcom?



	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	New home buyers are frequently coming from other, higher priced urban areas. If they bring wealth with them, then the market prices will match their demand. But that doesn’t mean local  wages here will rise. On the other hand, there are a lot of coastal CA cities like this: retirees, surfers, students with tourism, health, education, retail as the driving economic industries. You can say we are becoming quite upper middle class.  We could do worse. I used to think lack of well paying careers was a terrible flaw. I am not so sure anymore.  Is gentrification  evil? Is it the best we can do?  Probably no to both.  “Housing equality and affordability”  are goals worth pursuing  however not because we might achieve them but simply because we are better as a community for making the attempt. And that is important.
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        	Satpal Sidhu        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	Yes our long term policies ought to reflect the needs of people below the median income today and in future. But such shift in public policy paradigm shift and their impact on the gorund takes decades. We need ideas and solutions for making an impact under 5 years! I am seeking input from all stakeholders in the housing equation to make a difference on the ground. Mayor Seth Fleetwood has suggested a Housing Summit in next few months and some consensus for County and COB and all other cities to engage in short terms solutions / public private partnerships ideas.
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        	Jane Bright        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 01, 2020
				
		        	I am very pleased to see this conversation and thank you all for jumping in. As to County Exec Sidhu’s under 5 year goal, I agree totally. The sooner the better.

For the city of Bellingham, the low hanging fruit is student housing. I’ll write more on this soon, but if the private market has figured out how to make money on student housing, the State should be able to find a way to increase on campus density and build housing that works for today’s students, increases their safety compared to some of the fire traps now in use and help with student and their and their families’ finances. WWU is very proactive in providing students guidance on how to navigate the housing shortage, but I think it would be even better if the State stopped outsourcing student housing to the city and housed them directly. By my calculations, students occupy 7 to 8% of Bellingham’s housing units, mostly at the entry level. More on that later.

I have no idea what low hanging fruit there might be in the county. Anyone? 

	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 02, 2020
				
		        	I think we should not shy away from direct efforts to provide low and moderate income housing, including:

(1) Subsidized public housing

(2) Rent subsidies

(3) Zoning policies that requires some non-trivial amount of affordable housing as defined by some actually useful household income or wage statistics.

(4) Local rent control  and rent control boards outside of what is not outlawed at the state level (if that is possible).

(5) Vacancy taxes to decrease speculation

We can’t expect our community to overthrow capitalism, real estate speculation or create ‘living wage’ employment. But leaving house and apartent pricing  to the ‘efficiencies of the market’ will probably result in Seattle or Bay Area type housing markets very soon.   Because housing is a significant ‘asset class’ in the world economy, housing markets don’t neccessarily stop rampant unemployment, low wage employment, homelessness, cyclic booms and busts, etc.  I have written a couple of posts on the phenomena of housing vacancy and ‘ghost ownership’ or corporate ownership of property across urban America:

http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/who-owns-real-estate-now.html
http://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2020/01/rental-vacancy-rates-across-america.html

I have verified that we do have substantial out of state (LLC,LP) ownership of property in Bellingham and Whatcom County. Personally, I don’t see how we can provide any counter  to speculation, vacancy, rampant appreciation without the city or county investing in property dedicated to housing and using legislation to influence housing markets. In July, I looked at understanding mean wages and housing prices from Census Data. Obviously, home ownership is more and more out of reach for youth in a county like ours with rapidly appreciating home prices:

https://www.bellinghampoliticsandeconomics.com/2019/07/your-servile-young-life-in-rapidly.html

It is potentially worrisome that currently we are seeing high prices accompanied by very low interest rates.  We are currently at very low interest rates in a housing recovery that has been strong for some time; some say much longer and stronger than other recoveries. The Census has fourth quarter vacancy (rental and housing) and prices out of as of January 30:

2020: https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/files/currenthvspress.pdf  

https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/index.html

Deputy Chief Economist at Freddie Mac Len Kiefer produces a lot of interesting graphics from FRED and Census data on housing trends.  For example, charts like this: http://lenkiefer.com/2019/06/16/charting-the-housing-expansion-with-r/  or this https://twitter.com/lenkiefer/status/1223274438298341378/photo/1 .
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        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	Ryan,

Do you have figures on how many properties are owned by foreign corporations like Questor (British company buying up mobile home parks),  and Blackstone (British company buying up land who built the NbyNW “student housing” on Lincoln St)?

And is there a way to find how much property in Sehome is owned and operated by Hammer?   I’d like to see a comprehensive report on “Who Owns Bellingham”.    They are trying to blame us old folks who live in the SFZ in a modest house and don’t own anything else,  for the affordability problem.    And I know that getting rid of single family zoning will only lead to more commodifcation and absentee landlordism.    The vacant housing/building tax is a great idea.

	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Ryan M. Ferris        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 15, 2020
				
		        	I am not able to get a current property database from the County. I submitted an affadavit that I would not use it database for commercial reasons but that wasn’t enough.  I only can give you answers for the 2017 data which is old.  But such information is easy to come by if I had an up to date database. It looked like I would need an attorney to get the data and I haven’t decided to do that yet.

	        	

                Read More...
    		        

    		        
	        
	    

	   
      


		
        
        	Dianne Foster        
        
        
        

		
        	Feb 17, 2020
				
		        	Wow Ryan,   why would you need to get an attorney for a publicly provided database?    I could understand paying for the copying fees,  but that should still be available to a citizen taxpayer.    We have a Sehome meeting next Tuesday the 25th,  and that info would be useful,   as Hammer Prop is running for the board election.   I would like to present to the group that this is not appropriate for a neighborhood association to have a board member that doesn’t live in the ‘hood,  but who owns maybe 50% ot it that will be rented out to a generation that will never own their own property.   It seems to me the purpose of neighborhood associations are to represent residents and small single-owned businesses,   not monopolies.
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        	Ryan Knowlton        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	The problem is quite simple. We have several times the amount of people moving here as we have new housing units, and this has been happening for a DECADE or more. About 29% OF OUR POPULATION are students between WWU, WCC, and BTC, which alone puts a huge demand on housing. What happens to the market when then is high demand and no supply? Prices go through the roof, and then our property taxes are valued at these prices….it’s a perpetual means to higher and higher home prices and taxes. We’re only 20% behind Seattle on housing cost index, yet wages are just above HALF of that of Seattle. 

I have to dissagree, I do not feel like subsidized housing is the key. Taking our tax dollars and using them to subsidize housing will just make things worse. The “empty middle” is very real in Bellingham. Look at the census results. You’ve got poor, you’ve got students, you’ve got a sprinkling of a few % of middle class, and then you’ve got the rich. This is continuing to worsen, higher paying positions of $60K-$70K are going unfilled due to no “affordable housing”, and middle class families are getting smart and leaving to places where the income/housing cost ratios are better. The wait list for Section 8 housing is enormous, last I heard there was a wait list for the wait list. Out of state/country investors are taking advantage of the situation and purchasing single family homes and transforming them into student flop houses….it’s literally a cancer that is spreading up the street in the single family neighboorhood I currently reside in. Existing homeowners that got in before the huge rise in prices now face huge property tax increases, some exceeding what their mortgage payments once were. And then, the rich implants keep coming, but all want to be the last one in and close the door on everyone else by pushing NIMBY policies that only further rot an already awful housing situation.

I view this place with a Titanic movie like statement. Residents: “Only the top 13% of income earners in Bellingham can afford the average listed home price in Bellingham”.  Bellingham/Mega Landlords respond: ” The better 13%.....”.

Sadly, I think the people and situations above have a chokehold on Bellingham and it’s housing situation is too far gone to save. We’re going to see the continued hollowing out of the middle class and concentration of the remaining few die-hards into Section-8 and tiny over priced apartments, worsening traffic as more people have to commute from further away to work the remaining jobs, and the continued losses of small businesses facing increases in rents, taxes, and lack of skilled employees.  
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        	Paul K Schissler        
        
        
        

		
        	Mar 26, 2020
				
		        	Ryan, one clarification about property taxes - Property taxes on homes do not go up because home prices go up. Do not overlook Equalization that the County Assessor applies annually. The taxes on one’s home might go up when taxing authorities increase the annual revenue to be equalized and the tax base doesn’t keep up. Also when voters approve tax measures. Also when one’s home increases in value relative to other homes. Also when residential property values increase relative to commecial and industrial values (a tax shift onto homeowners and their tenants and tax relief for nonresidential property owners).  I’m probably forgetting a couple other variables. 

I do not agree with everything in you post, and I don’t share your pessimism that the housing situation is too far gone to save. The problem is not simple. It will take a while, but decommidification of a least half of all homes will result in homes that can stay affordable permanently for the wide range of incomes that we have and will have.

Thanks for adding to the dialogue. 
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					Private Armed Guards in Bellingham

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 10, 2023

					
					This is not a new phenomenon in our city.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Long History of Corporate Fraud and Abuse in Medicare

					By Guest Writer • On May 05, 2023
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					Restoring Health of Land and Water—Bellingham Style
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					Toxic waste, scrap recycling, jarring noise, and dubious processes on the waterfront: How did this happen?
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					City Council Review of Rental Registration and Inspection Ordinance

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 25, 2023

					
					A review and update of Bellingham’s rental registration and inspection program is long overdue.
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					Moreover, is a new jail of any size necessary?
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					In 2020, there were 464.29 abortions per 1,000 pregnancies among women aged 15-19 in Whatcom County.
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					David Netboy contends “business as usual” is no longer acceptable, and here’s why.
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					The Other Side of the Scrap Pile

					By Doug Karlberg • On Apr 14, 2023

					
					Long-time Port watcher, Doug Karlberg, suggests a different point of view on the waterfront scrap pile.
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					Ban All Firearms

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 10, 2023

					
					Ban them all. Forever. Every single, solitary firearm in the U.S.
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					Leadership

					By Guest Writer • On Apr 03, 2023

					
					Including others when developing solutions is a hallmark of leadership. It was not evident at the March 13th City Council meeting regarding new drug use sanctions.
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					David Netboy writes: So how, exactly, does ABC Scrap Metal “restore the health of the land and water” on our waterfront?
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					Garrett O’Brien guest writes.  And just how do we get out of this housing mess?
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					Public Banking Bill Fails In Committee

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 13, 2023

					
					The Senate Committee on Business, Financial Services, Gaming & Trade failed to vote the bill out of committee, but it can be revived in the second year of the biennium.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Growth of Medicare’s ACO Reach Scam Halted

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 12, 2023

					
					The program appears to be dying of self-inflicted wounds that were long predicted. Supporters stiffened their spines instead, ignoring the obvious blood loss.
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					Rise of Medicare Advantage – Creation of a Myth

					By Guest Writer • On Mar 06, 2023

					
					Millions of Medicare recipients have already been schnookered into Medicare Advantage.  Don’t be a victim.  Fight back.
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					If we do not speak out NOW on the privatization of Medicare, the system will effectively be eaten alive from within.
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					NWCitizen Journalist Down, But Certainly Not Out

					By NWCitizen Management • On Feb 28, 2023

					
					Stoney Bird, local writer and activist, was severely injured in a fall at this home. He has helped many. Now it is our time to return the support.
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					A Cruel Joke From The VA and Congress
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					At least with a real joke, you get to laugh.  Here, the government seem to laugh at you.
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					Atul Explains Vote Against Jail Recommendations
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					Atul Deshmane explains his dissenting vote on the new jail recommendation report of the Stakeholder Advisory Committee to the County Council

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					TAGNW Recaptured By Big Telecom

					By Jon Humphrey • On Feb 22, 2023

					
					With the loss of Michael Gan, TAGNW has become a puppet organization of big telecom that is aggressively working against the public interest.
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					Never Too Late to Shout About It

					By Gene Marx • On Feb 14, 2023

					
					Gene Marx is a Vietnam Veteran and past National Board of Directors Secretary of Veterans for Peace. A retired Federal Administration employee, Gene lives in Bellingham, Washington, with his wife Victoria.
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					Females And Football
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					Actually, it is Exploitation Day all around.
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					“Social Security And Medicare Are Off The Books Now”

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 09, 2023

					
					This is a quote from President Biden during his State of the Union address on February 7th, 2023. Your bullshit meter ought to be in the red now.
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					How Democratic Party Leaders and Elected Officials Are Abusing “Signal” to Have Secret Conversations about Public Topics
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					Traditional Medicare - The Promise Is In Peril

					By Guest Writer • On Jan 31, 2023

					
					Excellent and succinct overview of Traditional Medicare, now under a very real threat.  People are now waking up!
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					Public Banking Bill Introduced In Olympia

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jan 27, 2023

					
					Public funds belong to all the residents of Washington state. Why give that money to private banks so they can make a fortune for themselves?

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Impression of Progress on F-Street

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jan 23, 2023

					
					Public Works successfully gave the impression of progress, without actually having to bother

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Hillsboro’s Public Fiber Success Could Be Ours, If We Push

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jan 05, 2023

					
					Hillsboro Oregon’s higher median income and lower cost of living could be ours if we push our public officials into public fiber internet.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Our Throw-Away Military Service Personnel

					By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 26, 2022

					
					Holiday Greetings to the troops.  A middle finger.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Oath Keepers and Stolen Valor

					By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 07, 2022

					
					The tab created by the risibly-named Oath Keepers was stolen from the U.S. Army. It is an insult to every Army veteran, especially those qualified as Ranger or Airborne.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Did Proposition 5 “Cure” Its Way to a Win?

					By Guest Writer • On Dec 05, 2022

					
					Is the passing of Prop 5 a genuine reflection of the will of the people of Whatcom County? John Marshall guest writes.

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Medicare Part C - The “C” Is For Crap

					By Dick Conoboy • On Nov 27, 2022

					
					Part C is really for sh*t but that word does not start with a “C.”

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					No Responses

					By Jon Humphrey • On Nov 20, 2022

					
					A running Record of the Zero Transparency Policies of the PUD, Port, County and City Councils From 1/12/2022 Onward

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					A Civilian Speaks To Veterans

					By Dick Conoboy • On Nov 11, 2022

					
					A must-read for anyone who knows a war veteran… and anyone who never met one.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Here We Go Again

					By Guest Writer • On Nov 02, 2022

					
					A lifetime dealing with abortion, an account by a lifelong advocate.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Defund WHAT?

					By Tip Johnson • On Oct 31, 2022

					
					Vote for what you like.  I like libraries.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Prop 5 Falls Short

					By Letter Writer • On Oct 29, 2022

					
					Delores Davies contends we once had universal childcare, so why design an “aspirational (measure) that falls so short?” Vote NO on 5.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Welcome to Elon Musk and His Takeover of Twitter

					By John Servais • On Oct 27, 2022

					
					The fellow says he wants to make Twitter a better public forum by enhancing freedom of speech. Sounds great.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					How Our Government Has Used Nuclear Weapons since 1945

					By Guest Writer • On Oct 24, 2022

					
					John Repp writes how the flexing of the U.S. nuclear muscle was done, at various times,  behind the scenes.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Dark Side of Sharon Shewmake

					By Jon Humphrey • On Oct 19, 2022

					
					This article was inspired by a Letter to the Editor on NWCitizen on 10/08/22

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Reality Just Got Less…True

					By Elisabeth Britt • On Oct 18, 2022

					
					With the advent of deepfakes, the line between reality and fantasy just dissolved. Elizabeth Britt considers some consequences.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Letter: Medicare Advantage

					By Letter Writer • On Oct 17, 2022

					
					John O’Neil writes about use of our Bellingham Public Library for promoting destructive health plans.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: 42nd Legislative District Senate Race

					By Letter Writer • On Oct 08, 2022

					
					Rob Astyk writes of state senator Sharon Shewmake helping him as a homeless person

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Sefzik Public Safety Forum - Anecdotes “Я” Us

					By Dick Conoboy • On Oct 05, 2022

					
					Monologues and anecdotes are not the essence of a forum.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					talking to vets

					By NWCitizen Management • On Oct 05, 2022

					
					Many years ago in a land far far away

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					What Cascadia Daily News Should Have Said

					By Jon Humphrey • On Sep 30, 2022

					
					CDN did a report on a report. Where was the investigative journalism?

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Senator Sefzik is Taking Action

					By Letter Writer • On Sep 26, 2022

					
					Susan Prosser invites all to an officer-led safety forum on 9/29, hosted and moderated by Senator Simon Sefzik.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					League Offers Voter Forums

					By NWCitizen Management • On Sep 20, 2022

					
					The League of Women Voters is offering forums on ballot positions so you can hear directly from the candidates. Catch them all or pick and choose.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Northern Light Reprints County Council Broadband Lies, and I can’t figure out why they’re lying…

					By Jon Humphrey • On Sep 11, 2022

					
					The author outlines definitional problems in our broadband efforts

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					We Need a New Pledge of Allegiance

					By John Servais • On Aug 28, 2022

					
					It is time to change our national pledge of allegiance - a change in response to the insurrection of January 6, 2021 and the attack on our National Capitol Building.

	
					
					7 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Grand Theft - Medicare

					By Dick Conoboy • On Aug 21, 2022

					
					Privatization of Medicare has moved into the state of Washington.  Beware of the Dirty Dozen.

	
					
					11 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Mar-a-Lago boxes

					By Letter Writer • On Aug 14, 2022

					
					Dave James writes about Dick Conoboy’s article on the classified documents from Mar-a-Lago

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					CONFIDENTIAL. SECRET. TOP SECRET.  That’s it!

					By Dick Conoboy • On Aug 13, 2022

					
					There are no classifications beyond TOP SECRET. Stop the hyperbole.

	
					
					11 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Medicare Advantage.  The Government Wants Your Comments.

					By Dick Conoboy • On Aug 12, 2022

					
					Now is your opportunity to tell this administration that the steal from Medicare has to stop.  Medicare Advantage only “advantages” the corporations that run it.

	
					
					15 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Why is the flag at half-staff - Archive

					By NWCitizen Management • On Aug 09, 2022

					
					Archive of past notices and reasons for the half-staff flag on the Fairhaven Veterans Flagpole.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Broadband Solutions: Status of a Confusing Process

					By John Servais • On Aug 02, 2022

					
					A look at where TAGNW, Jon Humphrey, and Whatcom County are headed for broadband Internet access.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					This Man Is Smiling Because ...

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 30, 2022

					
					Jeff Bezos is positioning himself to rob Medicare, but his grossly and ridiculously overvalued trillion-dollar-ass won’t go to jail for it.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Council Advised Against Talking to the Public

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jul 27, 2022

					
					County attorneys advise elected officials NOT to talk to us.

	
					
					10 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Ineffective on the Council

					By Letter Writer • On Jul 25, 2022

					
					Nate Higashi writes about Ben Elenbaas and the 42nd District State Senatorial primary election.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Draft Discussion Bill Created To Award Donut Dollies A Congressional Gold Medal

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 21, 2022

					
					After almost 50 years, Congress finally looks to recognize the Donut Dollies who served in Vietnam

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: Age vs Character

					By Letter Writer • On Jul 21, 2022

					
					Melodie Kirk writes about Simon Sefzik and the 42nd District Senatorial primary election.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Paying More to Get Less

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jul 21, 2022

					
					Whatcom County will not attract business or talent without fiber.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Letter: Stop the Sleaze

					By Letter Writer • On Jul 18, 2022

					
					Myra Ramos writes about the smear of candidate Sharon Shewmake

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Uncle Joe Has Targeted Medicare For Privatization. His Next Target? Your Social Security.

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 09, 2022

					
					The past actions of a presidential appointee are a good indicator of the direction in which the president wants to go.

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Dear Vlad…

					By Tip Johnson • On Jul 08, 2022

					
					Anon letters trying to intimidate us and our writers are non starters.

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					School Board Member Offers Kids’ Sex Classes

					By John Servais • On Jul 07, 2022

					
					Bellingham business woman offers sexuality workshops for 9 - 17 year olds at her sex shop.

	
					
					16 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Call for Congress! Jason Call

					By Dianne Foster • On Jul 05, 2022

					
					Dianne Foster explains why, after 21 years, Rick Larsen has got to go!

	
					
					11 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The 4th.  The Declaration.  Let’s Read It.

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 02, 2022

					
					How does our Declaration of Independence speak to us today?

	
					
					13 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					An Obligation to Speak Up

					By Guest Writer • On Jun 13, 2022

					
					Satpal Sidhu writes on sensible gun laws. This is not freedom that we love, this is anarchy.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Sharon Shewmake: Corporate Democrat, Riveter, Tied to Big Telecom

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jun 13, 2022

					
					Still No Dig Once Policy? Here’s Why

	
					
					22 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					 Bellingham City Club Presentation on Medicare Privatization

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jun 10, 2022

					
					Building awareness of proposed privatization efforts is extremely important. Don’t miss this valuable talk.

	
					
					2 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Greenwashing: The Filter on a Cigarette

					By Jon Humphrey • On Jun 09, 2022

					
					Green Ribbon Schools, clean hydrogen, and recyclable plastics are propaganda campaigns

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Constitution. The Second Amendment. And blah, blah, blah, blah…

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jun 02, 2022

					
					If we are not including repeal of the Second Amendment in our national conversation, we are not serious about stopping gun violence. For therein lies the solution.

	
					
					29 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Is 22 North Going South?

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 31, 2022

					
					The supportive housing building at 1022 North State St. is having severe control problems with drug use, unsanitary conditions, and daily police interventions.

	
					
					8 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: DCEs and Privatization of Medicare

					By Letter Writer • On May 29, 2022

					
					Lynda Hanscome writes about being notified she is now included in a DCE

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Memorial Day and Donut Dollies - They Wore Dog Tags Too

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 28, 2022

					
					Truth be told, most of these young women were in as much danger as many soldiers. Hostile fire is hostile fire. Agent Orange was everywhere.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Webinar on Fighting Medicare Privatization Crashes Website

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 24, 2022

					
					An overwhelming response to a webinar on fighting the privatization of Medicare crashed the website of the sponsor,  Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP)

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Fiber vs. Cable vs. Wireless

					By Guest Writer • On May 23, 2022

					
					We know internet access is a big deal. We know about the digital divide. 5G is rolling out. Do you understand what’s going on? Leslie Shankman explains beautifully.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Geneva Cell Tower Protest

					By Jon Humphrey • On May 18, 2022

					
					Board member acknowledges illegal contract

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Seattle City Council Reacts To Medicare Privatization

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 16, 2022

					
					Bellingham and Whatcom Councils should follow suit to protect their citizens from corporate control.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					130 Foot Cell Tower Approved for Geneva, Neighbors Blindsided

					By Jon Humphrey • On May 16, 2022

					
					Tower to be built in residential neighborhood, near two elementary schools

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Death of the Golden Goose

					By Guest Writer • On May 13, 2022

					
					Taimi Gorman guest writes a Grim Fairhaven Fairy Tale

	
					
					15 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Hype vs. the Reality

					By Jon Humphrey • On May 11, 2022

					
					Feds announce discounted/free high-speed internet, but the devil is in the details.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					CityView Appeal Window Has Closed

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 07, 2022

					
					The baton has been passed to the developer to perform on this private dormitory complex.  We shall see…

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Letter: Local Governments and the Environment

					By Letter Writer • On May 03, 2022

					
					Liz Marshall writes about her concerns of our local governments and their environmental actions

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Medicare Beneficiaries to Uncle Joe: “Thanks for stopping by.”

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 27, 2022

					
					Biden missed a chance to truthfully address his administration’s actions to privatize Medicare.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Highway Robbery

					By Jon Humphrey • On Apr 24, 2022

					
					Or how supposed progressives in our state legislature work against clean energy and the environment

	
					
					14 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					CityView Private Student Dormitory Complex Gains Conditional Approval

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 20, 2022

					
					Yet another un-affordable rental complex for Bellingham as we slide down the razor blade of housing affordability.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Cantwell, Larsen, And Others Respond To Complaints About Medicare Privatization Attempts

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 16, 2022

					
					It seems that getting our congressional reps to directly oppose privatization efforts is too difficult a commitment.

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					The Problems WTA Electric Buses Don’t Have

					By Jon Humphrey • On Apr 15, 2022

					
					“Alarmist” article is unfair to needed new technology

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Hip Hip Hooray for the Herons!

					By Jamie K. Donaldson • On Apr 01, 2022

					
					Twenty-two years, hundreds of volunteers, thousands of hours, their own lawyer, and the herons won!

	
					
					8 comments, most recent 1 year ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					“Protect Medicare” Established to Fight Privatization

					By Dick Conoboy • On Apr 01, 2022

					
					If this story were a movie, nobody would go because it is so unbelievable.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Medicare Direct Contracting Scam Renamed ACO REACH

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 25, 2022

					
					If you put lipstick on a pig or polish a turd, you still have a pig and a turd.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Jumping The Gun on In-Chamber Council Meetings

					By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 04, 2022

					
					“The hurrier I go, the behinder I get.”― Lewis Carroll

	
					
					5 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					A Sputtering Blitzkrieg

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 28, 2022

					
					Krieg it is, but not a blitz.  Poor morale and insufficient training are any army’s ball and chain.

	
					
					15 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Cascadia Daily News Broadband Article Falls Short

					By Jon Humphrey • On Feb 25, 2022

					
					The CDN internet article doesn’t question “high-speed” or “affordable” or “coming soon” in Whatcom County.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Been Vaccinated?

					By David A. Swanson • On Feb 24, 2022

					
					What is the probability of dying from COVID-19 among the un-vaccinated?

	
					
					9 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Agent Orange and Vietnam Veterans, Their Children, and Grandchildren

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 22, 2022

					
					Agent Orange is the “gift” that keeps giving.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Wait a Minute, We Got in This Ukrainian Mess…How?

					By Dianne Foster • On Feb 20, 2022

					
					Dianne Foster clearly remembers our 2014 coup in Ukraine. Who are we now calling the aggressor? Let’s take a little minute to review here…

	
					
					28 comments, most recent 2 years ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Public Banking Bill Mortus Est

					By Dick Conoboy • On Feb 19, 2022

					
					In the early hours of February 17th, Public Banking Bill SB 5188, weakened by toxic amendments, was found lifeless. Heroic attempts to keep it alive since early January this year had been unsuccessful.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 2 years ago
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