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Broadband-Washing: Greenwashing the Internet
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Recently, Whatcom County Council member Kaylee Galloway presented a Resolution on broadband policy to the council for approval. It’s worthless.
Several years ago when I spoke with new County Council member Kaylee Galloway, I got the sense she was about to get sucked into Whatcom County’s political machine. While she had seen the truth about the need for public fiber-optics from me, and the book “Fiber” by Susan Crawford, and the cities of Anacortes, Mount Vernon, Hillsboro, OR, Chattanooga, TN and many other sources, I knew the corporate interests in both the Democrat and Republican parties were about to wine and dine her. They would tell her sob stories about how they were “stake holders” and just couldn’t afford to do the right thing with their investment dollars. They would lie to her about other technologies, telling her they were as good as fiber, knowing full well that they were not. 
I had hoped Kaylee was smart enough to see through the lies. After all, every network that works well, has lots of fiber in it, and the best of them, from both a cost and reliability standpoint, are public. However, I know how the corporate wing of her party works, so I assumed that after her wining and dining she would be swayed, and give us some virtually worthless, half-assed solution…and make sure big telecom got a seat at the table.  
As expected, Galloway responded just like our “savior” PUD Commissioner Christine Grant did when she hired Chris Heimgartner, a pro-big-telecom guy as our PUD manager, and folded to special interests to protect big telecom. Remember, the PUD did a nationwide search and could have hired literally anyone, but they hired a guy who refers you to big telecom if you ask a question, and prioritizes big oil in everything he does. You may pay his salary, but he doesn’t work for you, he works for them, and Christine Grant made sure he would.
How do I know? The pretend-progressives in the Democratic Party contacted me to “check out Kaylee’s broadband resolution.” I figured, at best, it would be similar to the COB’s big-telecom-filled Broadband Advisory Group. Sadly, the reality in the county is even worse. 
A lot of the language in this Resolution is ripped off from the TAGNW document I wrote about here. The TAGNW document is the one Andrew Redding, Jamie Douglass, and special interests killed at about the same time they put internal pressure on TAGNW to fire Director Michael Gan for doing his job. In this Resolution presented to the County Council, all the teeth were taken out of the original document and any actual commitments were carefully avoided.

 I’ll explain each promise (?), point by point. Please use the “resolution” as a reference. You can jump over all the “WHEREAS-s” and go to, “NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED”:
 1. We resolve to notify interested parties that work is being done. This is known as an “inform only” policy. It doesn’t require any of the utilities to do anything useful, and doesn’t guarantee the installation of conduit or fiber. So it’s worthless. This policy was inspired by the city of Pasco’s worthless “inform only” policy. It is the greenwashing of the broadband world. It’s just here to make us think progress is taking place. It’s not. 
2. We resolve to spend lots of money developing a “notification system” to aid with useless point  Number 1, so big telecom can ignore these “opportunities to coordinate construction activities,” just as they always have.
3. The wording here says they will consider internet a needed utility if they feel like it. They will, however, continue to base connectivity on the virtually worthless federal and state standards, and use inaccurate testing (as I’ve written about before). Bottom line, this means if you can get some connectivity from a potato you’ve stuck two wires in, and big telecom says it’s adequate with their inaccurate testers, no action will be necessary. So, Number 3 is also a commitment to do either next to nothing, or in most cases, nothing at all. It is the intentional illusion of progress. Just like the way they’re approaching climate change.
4. They will use state Equity, Diversity, Accessibility and Inclusion (EDI) funds for broadband, but again the funding is based on inaccurate testing and considers non-fiber broadband to be equivalent to fiber in most cases. In short, most of the money goes to big telecom, (who overcharge for their services). Instead, money that could have been spent building real infrastructure disappears into the pockets of special interests and no robust infrastructure is built. Big telecom dictates how everything happens and we spend a bunch of money on next to nothing. 
5. This is the most laughable part. The county says it will partner with the Port and PUD, who have intentionally missed opportunities to build out robust public fiber. They again only commit to notification of work, aka, the inform-only policy, and generally agree that it is a good idea to talk to each other. Not take real action, just talk. Maybe. The PUD manager’s letter included in these documents says basically that he just thinks it’s a good idea, probably.
6. This section commits the county to working with established entities, some of them big telecom, to provide Third World Level access to the internet for those Whatcom County residents who aren’t connected. Maybe. No commitments to build a robust public fiber network are made. Hell, they don’t even commit to supporting small community fiber projects, which they could easily do. 
In the end, this document is broadband-washing—the broadband equivalent of greenwashing. Kaylee Galloway is a fake progressive, like all the establishment Democrats have proven themselves to be. Granted, I’m sure the Republicans twisted their arms to get to this point, but when are we going to get anyone in government who has a spine and will push back?!
A county-wide public fiber network was originally conceived of at less than $100 million dollars. A Dig Once Policy reduces the cost of fiber installation by 90%. Fiber and conduit are the least expensive parts of the process with excavation being the grand majority of the cost. Fiber then pays for its own installation cost via leasing and many other economic opportunities like attracting next-generation businesses. So, how did we end up with a resolution that doesn’t require at least the installation of some conduit and fiber when we’re already doing an excavation?? We need a Dig Once Policy with real commitments. Not whatever bullshit this is. This document is shameful.
I wonder where Whatcom County/Bellingham would be if our elected officials spent half as much time protecting our interests as they do their big donors in special interest groups? Care to give us an answer Kaylee? Nevermind, I know you won’t. Like Christine Grant, now you only talk to people approved of by the party, not the citizens you’re taking advantage of.
Oh yeah, one final laughable thing. The documents talk about creating another “advisory panel.” By this point we all know that panel will be filled with big telecom reps and their sympathizers, right? Just like the COB did with their big-telecom-filled Broadband Advisory Group. So get ready for CBAG, or the Countywide Big-telecom Ass-kissing Group. You’ll recognize it because we’ve seen it before.
Boy, do I hate being right all the time.
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No public fiber means we can’t compete with big telecom. EVER.
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Pacific Northwest organizers join a global campaign to abolish all nukes and push for a city council resolution to start
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			Medicare (Dis)Advantage - Even Hospitals Don’t Like It.

			By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 31, 2024

			
			

If the hospitals are smelling a rat, so should Medicare (Dis)Advantage victims (AKA enrollees).

	

			
			

		
		
	1 comment, most recent 1 week ago
	

			
	

	


 	    
        	     
	
    
    
        


		
			
			
				[image: ]	
			

			
		
		
			The $5 Trillion National Infrastructure Bank Is Looking Better Every Day

			By Dick Conoboy • On Mar 27, 2024

			
			

With such a bank in place, we would likely not be scrambling around and asking Congress for rebuild monies, as we are now with the catastrophic event involving the Francis Scott Key bridge on March 26, 2024.
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			Scrap metal shipping from Port dock ends this summer

			By John Servais • On Mar 25, 2024

			
			

Port of Bellingham commissioners terminate last 13 years of ABC Recycling lease
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			The Insidious Creep of Medicare (Dis)Advantage

			By Guest Writer • On Feb 25, 2024

			
			

Crappier coverage for us, even more money for insurance companies.
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			Firing Up the War Machine

			By Dianne Foster • On Feb 09, 2024

			
			

Who benefits?   Palestinians are being slaughtered.  Genocide.  Gaza is being leveled.
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			Three Wise Men?

			By Tip Johnson • On Jan 09, 2024

			
			

The Port Commission has decreed that Bellingham’s waterfront will remain a toxic, festering sore
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			The ABC Recycling Hook
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We needed a hook, and we think we found it.
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"Sweet Jesus,” shrieked the thralls of the Sehomus Republic,as ABC the Yochlowitz,successor to GorgoPacificus the Destroyer,...
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			Just What We Need - A Bank in Fairhaven

			By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 05, 2023

			
			

Peoples Bank proposes to tear down the once popular Zane Burger restaurant to build a branch office.
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			Chutzpah Redefined - Call For Citizen Policing of Medicare Advantage

			By Dick Conoboy • On Dec 02, 2023

			
			

Biden administration is asking the public to report on bogus advertising claims of Medicare Advantage providers.
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			Alert On Development Proposal: 2706 Mill Avenue

			By Guest Writer • On Nov 30, 2023

			
			

15 new townhouses, out-of-town developer, build-and-run, in south side Happy Valley neighborhood of Bellingham.
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			ABC Recycling Meets the Public

			By Guest Writer • On Nov 28, 2023

			
			

Tuesday, Dec, 5, will be the first time ABC Recycling has agreed to answer the public. Don’t miss this meeting. Here are the issues.
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The effect of WWU students on Whatcom County’s rental housing market
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			Scamming Our Veterans

			By Dick Conoboy • On Nov 17, 2023

			
			

There seems to be no barrier to the depths to which scammers will go to steal money from the most vulnerable or deserving.
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			Some Thoughts on Veterans Day 2023
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Merely musing about soldiers.
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The city comes through on public wi-fi hotspots
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			Thoughts of a Bellingham Renter
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An insider’s view of rental inspections in Bellingham as experienced by a long-time renter.
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					Proposed Congressional Gold Medal For The Donut Dollies Gets a Boost

					By Dick Conoboy • On Sep 24, 2023

					
					The President of the American Red Cross has come out in support of the Gold Medal for the Dollies who served in Vietnam

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					A Tribute to Wendy Harris

					By NWCitizen Management • On Sep 05, 2023

					
					We reprint the 2014 speech she gave upon accepting the Paul deArmond Award.

	
					
					6 comments, most recent 7 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Getting What You Pay For

					By Jon Humphrey • On Aug 28, 2023

					
					$3.5 million Point Roberts Broadband project: is it worth it?

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 5 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Renewed Push for a National Infrastructure Bank

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 28, 2023

					
					This legislation calls for a $5 trillion National Infrastructure Bank that will finance the nation’s infrastructure needs without involving the budget or adding to the national debt.

	
					
					4 comments, most recent 7 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Candidate Statement: Katherine Orlowski for County Council District 4

					By Candidate • On Jul 28, 2023

					
					Whatcom County Council District 4 position is voted for only by those living in the 4th District, the center of the county including Lynden.

	
					
					1 comment, most recent 8 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Candidate statement: Sukhwant Gill for County Executive

					By Candidate • On Jul 24, 2023

					
					Whatcom County Executive election, voted on by all residents of our county

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Candidate Statement: Atul Deshmane for County Council

					By Candidate • On Jul 14, 2023

					
					Whatcom County Council At Large position, voted on by all residents of the county.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Support Russ Whidbee For City Council At-Large

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jul 07, 2023

					
					Experience counts.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 7 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Flippin’ CityView

					By Dick Conoboy • On Jun 29, 2023

					
					The developer, who bought the property to build the private student dormitory, CityView, now has a very, very large white elephant on his hands.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 9 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Define “Mandate”

					By David Netboy  • On Jun 15, 2023

					
					The Port contends it is mandated to increase revenue and jobs for the Port. But just what does that mean?

	
					
					18 comments, most recent 9 months ago
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Candidate statement: Garrett O’Brien for Bellingham City Council

					By Candidate • On Jun 11, 2023

					
					Bellingham City Council, At Large position, voted on by all residents of Bellingham.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Candidate statement: Riley Sweeney for Meridian School Board

					By Candidate • On May 31, 2023

					
					Meridian School Board election, position 5

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					Donut Dollies In Vietnam - Three Did Not Come Home Alive

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 22, 2023

					
					They died in Vietnam supporting and entertaining the troops. Memorial Day is for them too. So is a Congressional Gold Medal.

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
				
				
					Letter: The Ethics of Incarceration

					By Letter Writer • On May 19, 2023

					
					Anika Sirois comments on the idea of a new jail for Whatcom County

	
					
					
					
					
					
				
			
					
			

				
	
	
	
	
		
		
		 		
		
		
	
			
		
	
		
		

		

					
				
				
					
					
											
						

					
				
				
				
					National Infrastructure Bank…And The State Of Washington

					By Dick Conoboy • On May 14, 2023

					
					The state of Washington has much to gain by the passage of a bill that will provide for $5 trillion to finance infrastructure nationwide.

	
					
					3 comments, most recent 10 months ago
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